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Dear ¥Mr. Neolte:

Palmares is a ereme and ghalk tewn
idling along the palm-lined bank eof ‘the
Rie Una, Bleached by the hot sun ef
southern Permambuce, its ene- and two-
story box houses front faceless upon
narrow, rutted sidewalks and eobble~
stone streets, The whole seems werm,
destitute, resigned, An eeccaxional dust-
laden jeep er truek is parked along the
one main street and, seeking out the shade,
clumps of idle men slouch in conversation;
seme ragged few =it alene, distant, in
narrew deorways.

Avout 65 miles south of Recife,
Palmares beasts the title of "sugar cane
eapital®, foeus ef seven major usinas
tightly elutohed around it, and primate
eity of Brazil's sugar-predueing arez
where the Baorberems escarpment withdraws
frem the ceast te allow a deep swath of
abundant raim and humus-rieh seils.,

Cane fields infringe upon the eity
limits, their green mantle threatening
asphyxiation, Plant dominates man, The
Usina 13 de Maye euis a wedge inte the
urban setting; a street beeomes a dusty
lane deadending at the sugar mill. The
ulking strueture is punctuated by the
massive brick chimney, symbol ef the
sugar belt. But there is ne smeke, ne
ear oen the rusted railroad siding,
ne noise from the heavy east gears of
the press., The Usina 13 de Maye has
declared wankruptey, and all is in de-
eline: deecay in the fields, hunger in
the homes, recessior in the town.

These were the conditiens when I
visited Palmares in Oecteber 1967-——ever
a year after the usina had shut dewn.
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A few weeks before, the Government intervened, placing the plantation and
its refinery under the supervision ef the Institute ef Sugar and Aleohel
(1AA), fellewing 11 months of erisis., I talked with several em the usina,
which employed 2500, and get the best deseriptien frem Sra, Eurfdiece Batista
de Mele:

"During those 11 menths, conditiens beeame terrible. First, they (the
management ) said they weuld pay 30% of the salaries in vales (meript redeem-
able at the ecempany stere)—-—then, soon it was another 35% in vales and only
40% in money——then, there was nothing in meney. The peeple used their vales
at the eempany stere, and the store bought frem the lecal merchants, using
the vales. But, then, no one had meney, and the merchants could get ne meore
supplies from Reeife, The store shelves were empty. Through the syndieate
the people got some Feed for Peace, but they were starving. My neighbor
aeross the road eame erying bescause her ehildren were dying of hunger., I
had some mandioca growing, and I shared as much as I eould,

"My husband is a mechanie, and ke has a right to a garden, as does the
administrater and ethers in this pesitien., But the other people usually
don't have, even though by agreement with the syndicate everyene has the
right to a plot, but many times the administratien doesn't allew it. The
problem is that many peeple who have the right den't use it———and many whe
don't, want it.

"They (the management) first seld off all the e¢attle~——then they sold
every truek and traector on the usina, There was ne work and no way te werk,
Other peopbe who had cars or jeeps abandened them wherever they stepped
because they ran eut of gas and could get ne moere."

I visited a schoel on the usina, that closest to the refinery and,
therefere, no doubt the best., It had ene reoem with 30 desks, less than
half of them occupied. This was one of a tetal of four scheels on the
whole usina~——for about 2000 families.

On my own, I walked down a dusty path past ene eluster of houses, mud
and wattle cubicles like straightened mews, The walls were bletched with
ocracks and pock marks where the mud had drepped away. The insides were
dark with tamped dirt fleers, Vaguely curieus, only a couple of women
peered out, but several children peeked around frem cerners and trees, the
youngest naked with bellies swellen from malnutritien,

Palking with the agronemist assigned by the IAA te supervise the reeup-
eration of the usina, I found kim young and intelligent, but pessimistie
about the usirnat's pessibilities, The machinery was antequated, the metheds
ineffieient and the owners uneooperative, The idea of the interventien was
to let the Government bring the eperatioen up te viable conditions, then
turn it back to private management. However, he did not think sufficient
funds were available te do this with sugar-—economieally, thke solution
would be to convert to eattle raising, but sceial censiderations blecked
this alternative: with cattle only about 50 of the 2500 empleyees would be
needed,

From other sources I learned that the owners had ne interest in taking
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possessien again, Realizing that

they had drained the maximum frem

the usina's resources, they deliber-
ately plunged it inte bankruptey

vhile skimming off all saleable chat-
tel. The aim was te ferce the burden
on the Government through interventien
prompted by the suffering of the werkers,
then hold out for purchase by the State.
In the few cases in Pernambuce when a
natienal "agrarian reform" agency has
bought an usina~-never of its own
initiative but by foree of cirecum-—
stance-—~the private owners have
received a very good price, far better
than the epen market weuld have brought.

Aftbr the 11 menths of suffering,
the issue came to a head rnot because
of the protests of the peasants on the
usina but because of the middle-class
merehants in Palmares, Stuck with
worthless vales and destitute custemers,
they found themselves impoverished due
40 the machinatiens ef one usineire
family. The whole economy of Palmares
was at the peint of coellapse, and the
tewnspeople brought pressure to bear
on the pelitical pewers to rectify
the situatien., Commenting on the pas-
sive rele of the peasants, I was teld
by a Bragzilian secial worker that it
was not enly resignation which stilled
their elamor, but alse their laek of leadership and their fear of retaliatioen
on the part of the administration.

ABOVE. Sra. Euridice Batista de
Melo and some of her children,

Before the "Revolution” of 1964, the municipality (cemparable te U.S.
county) of Palmares cemprised the largest and noisiest Peasant League——
the centreversial ereation of the noterious Franecisee Julifle. Labeled a
Communist, he was one of the first te be tabbed for jail and be denied
pelitieal rights by the Castele Brance government. He fled and new lives
in Mexieo. The obstreperous leadership which came to the fore under Julifle
was immediately decapitated and in its stead, by government interventien,
there were appointed the so—called "bonzinhos"——"good little men"—-vwho
would respect the power structure's views, not fuss about the peamant pro-
®lems, and generally e¢alm things down.

By someone who had worked with the Catholie Chureh's rural syndicates,
which alse suffered interventien, I was teld that the post-1964 peasant
leadership was innocuous—-—compremised as being pelegos (unien leaders whe
are puppets of the government )———many times, men who did not even come from
the same area but were brought frem outside, completely ignorant of the local
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situatien. The peasants seon became disillusioned and lest faith in the
effectiveness of symdicate erganizatien,

A Brazilian frierd, a journalist, whe took a visitor te Palmares in
1966 told of how the syndicate president had showed them a list of seme 300
camponés’ grievances, but he admitted that he had done nothing about them
because "there was no use". In 1967 when I expressed interest in meeting
the syndicate president, I was tolds

"He's not worth anything., He's a real donkey., He has no education,
and he can't help his people because he knows less than they de."

Judiecial proecess was instituted by President Getfilie Vargas for Brazi-
lian workers to settle grievances with their employers. Itwas originally
conceived to benefit urban workers, little attention being given to rural
preblems until the early 1960's. However, through the years the system
seeped out to the countryside, with the establishment of rural labor courts
and arbitration couneils.

Palmares has such a Justiga do Trabalhe in a squat adobe building on
a shadeless street corner, Unlabeled, it called my attention because of
the large group of shirt-sleeved men who waited in the sunm in front of it.
My Brazilian cempanions explained that the men were there te register claims,
probably for mistreatment er back wages which had not been paid them by
usinas or engenhos,

The theory is good; the practice is laborious. In fact, there are enly
eight rural labor courts and 144 arbitration councils to service 3000 muniei-
palities ( counties) in all Brazil. The eenters are understaffed and function
precariously. Some ef the arbitration groups have a backlog of 6000 cases,
and once a case reaches the court it ecan take as muck as two years to be
resolved, Peasants who have no possibility of saving——- living hand to mouth
-—cannot suppert such delays, nor ean they on their own contract adeguate
counsel. The cases are often settled out of court, te the detriment of the
peasant.

Another institutien in Palmares which I visited was the cooperative for
selling foodstuffs and other demestie items. Open only twoe months, its
shelves were stecked with rice, black beans, kerosene, coffee, malt, ete.
The manager admitted that things did not go well. There was little under-
standing of the concept of cooperatives, The people in the town had little
money and stayed with their traditional suppliers wheo,although they charged
higher prices, granted credit for weeks or months, The gampon8ses on the
usinag did not have the means or the money te get intoe the town teo do their
shopping and so were bound te the company stores., Offers of the cooperative
40 set up stores on the usinas had been rebuffed by the managements.

Last year when I was in Reeife, a report came out concerning nuirition
in Aguz Preta, a municipality about six miles from Palmares, The source was
the Institute of Nutrition at the Federal University of Pernambuce. Its
survey team found families there eating snakes, rats and domestie animals
to stave off starvation.

In an artiele about southern Pernambuco entitled "They Are Hungry"®,
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the July 1968 Realidade, a leading Brazilian magazine, starts out with
the following anecdote:

"Berte Firanda knotted the esorners of his shirt without buttens,
grabbed his straw hat and a gourd full of mandioca flour, and he went
in front of his house to sharpen a hoe. The sun hadn't come up yet but
the ecane fields of the Engenho Bonfim were already green with the first
light of morning, When the sun would appear, Berto would be cutting cane.
Just as he began to whet the hoe, his wife came out, half afraid te talk:

"Berte, are you going to take that mandioca flour?"
®] thought se—-vhat am I to eat fer lunch?"

"It's just that we enly have this little Bit in the house-—1left fer
the children, What ean we de?"

"Berte continued sharpening the hoe until his wife went back in. Then
he left the flour and the hoe, walking head down toward the weeds., About
noon, the other workers brought his bedy: Berto had hurig himself.

"The suicide of Berto Miranda, 45 years old, five children, was never
known in Recife, beecause the little town of Ferreiros where he was buried
kas ne newspaper or telephone contact, and the authorities did net want te
know the causes. It was suicide, and that was that,®

The artiele states unequivocally that in 40 muniecipalities of Pernambuece
hunger has reached the same seale of calamity as in India and eertain areas
of Africa and the Far East, "The only difference iz that here mem still
reaet...Professor Nelson Chaves (Director of the Institute of Nutrition)
thinks that this reaction ef the Pernambucane peasant will soon end: 'Hunger
kills the spirit eof man.' There will seon be no difference between Pernam-
Ptuce and India.™

The artiele quetes heavily from surveys and statistics of the Institute
of Nutrition, espeeially frem its research center in RibeirZfle, just nertheast
of Palmares. It recounts the many ills that c¢ome from malnutrition among
a people whose average daily calerie intake is 1323 when the minimum for a
working man is 2600,

A leng-established and reliable institution, the Rural Extension Serviee
of Pernambuce (ANCARPE), surveyed another municipality near Palmares—-—-—
Amaraji. In 1967 the infant mortality index was 67%; during the first six
months of this year it was 100%4. Besides starvation and dehydration, the
prinecipal causes were parasitesis, malaria, smallpox, typhus, measles and
covw-pex, .

It is generally agreed, even by many of the usineire class, that the
physieal econditions of the peasants in the sugar belt have wersened in the
last deeade and particularly in the last four years., As the geegrapher,
Manoel Correia de Andrade, explained te¢ me:

"The economic conditions of the peasants are worse now than before the
1964 ‘Revolution®! because of the devaluation ef our money. Before, the
inflation was mere rapid but so were the salary increases, Now, the infla-
tion is slowed but salaries are fregzen."
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Anether cause for the eontrast between the pre- and post-1964 perieds
is the previous effectiveness of the peasant organizatiens which, ebtained
several real gains in terms ef salary and benefits which were largely lost
after the "Revelutien". The growth of these erganizatiens——-peasant leagues
and rural syndieates—~—-has a skert and stermy kistery.

In 1955 an unusual thing happened in rural Pernambuce. A group ef peasants,
on their own initiative, chose to resist the injustices of their senhor—de~
engenho. The economics of the affair is typical. The Engenhe Galileia,
unable to compete or cooperate with the usinas, had elesed its sugar eperatien,
The owner, living in Recife, drew his income from payments by the tenants,
the former meradeores who now leased the land to raise subsistence ereps.

There was no binding contract between the twe parties. The senher, needing
more money, boosted the lease fee rapidly, frem Cr.$220 to Cr.3$1700. The
residents were reduced te such peverty that: "We buried our dead in a shroud
of paper.”

A unique asseciatioenal group eame inte being in erder te unite in ferming
a mutual emergency fund te purchase eoffins for deceased of the indigent,
Later, when the owner, Belirfle, decided te evict the farmers summarily in
order to convert the engenhe to cattle-raising, they already had their owm
leadership structure and chose to take legal action te protect their interests,
They sought aid ouiside the sontrelled juridieal structure eof the municipality
or state, approaching instead a state deputy ef the P.5.B., the Partide
Secialista Brasileire. This party was a jejune body composed of middle~-
class intellectuals whe had no cause; heowever, the P.S.B. was exceptieonal
in that it was not puppet of the vestginterests as was true of the major
parties,

The State Deputy eof the P.S.B., Francisco JuliZfle, was suddenly presented
with a eause, and he grabbed on te it. He first legalized the status of the
peasants' organization, creating a juridieal entity ealled the Seciedade
Agricela e Pecuiria des Plantadores de Pernambueo, on 1 January 1955. He
then presented a bill before the State Legislature e¢alling for exprepriatienm
of the engenho. Perhaps beecause this teek place under the first state
governor not representing the rural power structure, Cid Sampaie, the bill
was passed after a prelonged peried. Or, it kas been suggested that the
exprepriation was te serve as a balm te soothe the grewing unrest, in the
expectation that with this gesture the peasant demands would be quieted.

Thus was gathered an almost coincidental amalgam consisting of L) ihe
peasants eencern for coffins, 2) a landowner attempting te dismantle a
traditienal agricultural strueture in erder te substitute a2 modern ecenomiec
activity, 3) an exceptional show of peasant initiative, 4) a middle-class
lawyer ambitious fer pewer, 5) a weak pelitical party outside of the pewer
structure, and 6) a state government refleeting the urbanizatien and moderni-
zation processes affecting the forefront of ithe Northeast's seociety. Out of
this cembination sprang the Peasant Leagues.

Frem an insignifieant State Deputy, Julifie progressed te become a
petent power contender. He fully understood the need to gain pelitiecal
power in erder te achieve reforms within the peasant structure, and he
adepted various techniques appropriate te the masses in order te rouse
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them from passive to participant reles. It was his original intention te
proeess the sector's demands through the extant pelitical machinery, and
his eriginal Pbasic program was essentially reasonable and censtructive,

Julife, as stated in his book Que SHe As Ligas Camponesas?, found it
easier te mebilize the peasants of the agreste (transitional zone back of
the coast) and the sertfe (dry interier) rather than the zena da mata (the
sugar belt). In the sugar area the peasant was either subjugated by the
engenhe—usina rule or was a nemadiec worker; in neither case did he possess
private holdings allowing any degree of independence., The social strueture
of the two interior areas fostered greater economic indépendence and, there-
fore, expression of individual choice than did that of the traditional-feudal
sugar system., The small farmer, the sharecropper, the renters were more
accustomed to making their own decisions and defending their own rights,
Their comprehensien of organization was greater, In may be, also, that
Julifie presumed they could mere readily support a candidate of their own
choice rather than one of the usineire's cheice, as aleng the litoral;
in 1958, before the movement of the Ligas Campen#ésas had expanded, he
received 3,216 votes as candidate for the state assembly; in 1961, when the
Liza program had spread throughout Pernambuce, he gained an easy vietoery
as Federal Deputy, with 16,200 vetes.

Bven so, in his organizational attempts, Julifle was stymied by the
passivity ef the peasant society, by the low level of cognitive pelifieal
skills and the lack of cemprehensien of their potential as a c¢lass., After
1964, he 1laid a geod part of the failure of the Ligas Campenesas on the
eultural malaise of the area, Desoribing in 1962 the greatest preblem
faced by a peasant organizer, he lamented that the campon8s did net "act
like a human being, but like a vegetable, The great task which we under-
take is to make him live like a human being."

Julifie was, therefore, forced te eoncede that "To agitate is levely,
to organize is difficult." Given the limitatiens impesed upén the rural
mass by their own physieal and psychological deficiencies and by the rigid,
closed system within whick they were entrapped, their mebilization within
the established mocietal framework pesed problems with which Julife did
not cheose to cope. Therefore, since legitimate pelitical, economic and
social channels te arrive at a pewer capacity were denied to the peasant
stratum, resort was to.extra-legal methods-—i.e., marches, demenstrations
and physieal force.

Te motivate the peasants, Julifie or his lieutenants staged rallies
in wkich they tried te implant a feeling of politiéal consciousness among
the peasants:

e fight for the happiness of all the 40,000,000 Brazilian peasants
...You must remain united until total liberation comes, If we cannet win
a peaceful selutien fer your problems, we will come back here and ask you
te take up arms te make a revelution...®

In a manifesto, Juli%e exhorted: "You and your bdrothers make up almost
all of Bragzil. It is you who kill our hunger. And you die ef hunger...
The latifundia is oruel. It shields itself with the police and the hired
killer, It elects your worst enemies. And to win your vote it uses twe
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fermulas: vielence and craft...Vielence is the hired killer and the police
...His craft is to take you as a compadre——To enter your house gentle as

a lamb with claws coencealed, with his peisen hidden...And to cateh you
unawares at election time by saying, 'Compadre, get ready the new contract
because if my candidate wins, everything is going te change.' And when the
candidate wins, nething changes.,"

Julifie early turned to mass demonstratiens as his chief methods of
bringing pressure to bear upon the power structure., On May 1, 1956, Julifie
led 600 peasants into Recife., For the lst Congresse de Foreiros e Pequenos
Proprietdrios Rurais in 1958 he mustered 3000 whe marched on the Legislative
Assembly at the time it was debating agrarian reform. When the famed
peasant leader, Pedro Teixeira, was assassinated by rural peolice in April
1962 in Parafba, a massive peasant moreh on the state capital was thwarted
by the Army,

Naturally, these overt manifestations ef peasant mobilization were
countered by the establishment, using similar extra-legal means, Partieci~
pating peasants were threatened and punished with considerable use of phy-
sical violence. Besides the use of police and hired mercenaries for assas-—
sinations and intimidations, the landewners banked upen the Army te maintain
peace and the status guo. This became increasingly true after Miguel Arraes
became governor of Pernambuce in 1962 because, for the first time in history,
the state police, Forga Pfiblica, were net used indiscriminately toe fulfill
the wishes of the elite,

But not leaving matters to otherg,the landowners also increased their
private caches of arms and capangas (privately hired "police force"). In
early 1962 Julif%ie sent a letter to Brazil's War Minister ealling upon him
{0 seize the arms in the possession of large landowners. In early 1964,

a censervative Sf%e Paule newspaper reperted thalt the Assoociaglfie de Ferne—
cedores de Cana do Recife hag organized to buy arms and coordinate their
actions against the aroused peasants.

As the positions of the Leagues and the opposition hardened during the
early 1960's, Juliflo's proclamations became more and more radical.

In April, 1960, Julifio visited Cuba and noted in: his book that the
visit fteontributed to an even greater strengthening of the ties eof soli-
darity between the Leagues...and that fraternal people.”

In September 1961, Julif%io said, "I am a Coemmunist, and I don't eare
what they say." He threated that, if the Government didn't undertake an
agrarian reform, the peasants would "grow beards and take up arms,..demo-
cracy is a government that arms its peeple...the revolution of Castro is
a miracle,..that can be repeated in Brazil."

As JuliZ%e became more radical and the discentent swelled, other forces
decided to enter the field of peasant organization in order te counter-
balance his influence.

The erganization ef rural syndicates, under the auspices of the
Catholic Church, was a 1960 preduct of the Servige de Assist@necia Rural (SAR)



FMF-23 -9-

in Natal, Rieo Grande do Norte. Under the inspiration of the Bishop, Dom
Eugénio de Arafije Sales, the movement was concerned with basic education
and leadership training of the peasaniry. Three years later, 56 of the
82 municipalities of that state were organized, representing 45,000 workers,

Stimulated by SAR, the major focus of rural syndication became Pernam—
buco, under the leadership of two young priests, Padre Crespe and Padre Melo.

It has been pointed out that among the activists of the reformongers
there are two major types: the revelutionairies and the "conscienticizers".
By this dicheotomy, it is easy to plcce Julifio on the side of the refolu-~
tionaries——agitation for agitation's sake, under the leadership of non-
peasant elements., In the words of Padre Crespe the lezders of the Peasant
Leagues were "Political opportunists, without any social sense, trying to
exploit this new social phenomenon for their own advantage and net in order
to selve the problem of the suffering peasant, Thus the poor peasants are
crushed like cane in the mill, between the politiecal oppertunisis of the
times."

Both Padre Crespo and Melo early gave priority te "conscienticizing™
-—making the peasants aware of their position and ready teo participate
in the political system. In an interview at that time Padre Melo pointed
out that the syndicates in Cabe (his own) and Jaboatfie (Padre Crespo's)
"are dedicated principally to educate the peasants., I believe that the
Brazilian masses have all the spirit, the intelligence and , now, the will
to govern themselves. But they don't have leadership, nor education——
teaching them to read and to think is doing the best possible thing for
the peasants."

Likewise, the Servige de Orientagao Rural em Pernambuco (SORPE),
founded in Aungust 1961 under the leadership of Padre Crespe, had as its
principal objeétive "to assist in the self-development of the rural workers
by means of unien erganization, coeperatives and basic education.” To
fulfill this objective it put particular emphasis on courses of leader—
ship training . "We try, abeve all, to make the workers aware that only
as a people united in syndicates and cooperatives in suppert of leaders
who are authentic peasants is it possible from them to acquire their
legitimate rights and te improve their lives.®

The rural syndicate mevement attempted to kRold to legal, nen-vielent
and responsible methods, Besides their concern fer legality and offieial
santtien, the syndieates alse sought peaceable relations with the land-
evners, One of the first major campaigns for worker benefits was waged
by the syndicates, climaxing in January and February of 1963, te esta-
blisk the payment of the 13th month (bonus). A method of collective
bargaining was employed te achieve a contractual agreement between emplo-
yer and employee; the power elite was given the epportunity te participate
in the resolution of rural problems by means of methods of democratie
procedure. On paper, the syndicates were successful in gaining an aecerd
on the 13th month, certified by the Government's Regional Labor Delegate.

However, two fattors forced the legalistic syndicates to adept more
"expressive" measures. By 1963 various radical groups-—-ithe pro-Soviet
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Communists, the pro-China Communists, the Trotskyites, the Peasant Leagues——
were not only competing vigorously in the organization of peasant groups

but were also infiltrating the Church-favored syndicates; in addition,

both President Geulart and Governer Arraes were maneuvering te gain contrel
of the peasant movement. Teo keep faver with the peasants the sykdieates

had to preduce immediate, concrete results., Moreover, the political and
social system of the Northeast was so alienated frem the peasant secter

that it proved ineffective to atiempt te adhere to its norms, The very
intransigence of the power elite forced peasant asseciations te adopt
extra~legal methods,

The leadership of the rural gyndicates learmed that their mest telling
recourse in order to bhe recognized a2s a2 power contender in the Northeast
was to produce overt demensirations of their eapacity to mobilize, organize
and aggregate a significant sector of the society. By 1963 the momentum
was mounting rapidly, and no protagenist eould assure its course. IK the
words of Padre Mele:

"An agrarian revelution has to take place, but we should net insist
thot it be done peacefully, as the capitalists say, er by fighting, as the
Communists say. The form of a revelution depends upon circumstances which
one cannot predict. If it cannet be done peacefully, then we will have to
face the reality of fighting."

The most tangible gains during the coritical period beginning in 1955
were passage by the National Congress of the l3th-montk benus, the family
salary and the Rural Labor Statute. The Laber Statute had its origin with
Gettlie Vargas in 1954; however, after a preliminary flurry in Congress, it
came to rest in committee and there was forgotten., New initiative for a
rural laber law began in 1960 with Senator Pernando Ferrari, and the b»ill
was finally passed on 2 March 1963. In effect the legislation did net
bestow significant new benefits but rather reinforced ignered provisiens
of earlier law.

Among the items dealing with the "Regulatlen for the Protectien of the
Rural Worker" were: 1) obligatory workers permits, 2) maximum work day ef
eight hours, 3) a salary equal to the minimum wage set for the regien, 4)

a remmerated day of rest each week and remunerated holidays, 5) guarantee
of safety and hygiene in work and home, 6) protection te working wemen and
children, 7) advance notice for dismissal and establishment ef tenure, 8)

creation of a fund for social welfare and an institute of social security.

Fortified by the new law, the salaried workers of the zona da mata
demanded their rights, culminating in a general sirike in November 1963
whieh brought guarantees of an 80% increase in the minimum wage and pay-
ment of the 13th-month benus; in this rare show of unity the rural organ-
izations effected the first major strike in Brazilian agriculture,

However, in retaliation there were many instances of infretions by
usineires and senhores-de—engenhos who quieted the victims by threats of
physical vieolence, and many landowners dismissed their workers or limited
the number of werk days so as to escape the effects of the law. Even se,
the favorable economic impact em the peasant sector and, therefore, om
their environment was visible,
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Among reports en improved economic conditiens was that of the Brazilian
historian Caio Prade Junior, who visited Palmares in November 1963. The
merchants there were "unanimous in their recognition and proclamation that
the commerce and the city in general are greatly benefitted by the great
influx of new consumers, the sugar cane workers with their increased salaries.”

The syndicalization movement thrivedby the end of 1963, With the "Revo-
lutien", however, the momentum was halted. Not only were the salient leaders
removed summarily-—-Miguel Arraes, Prancisce Julifle, etec., but also the local
leaderchip of many of the peasant associations was estracized--~all of the
erganizations were closed except these of the Church and 30 of the 31 of these
syndicates were investigated and intervened.

The presumption that the new governmment would be on their side caused the
landowners to exact & harsh revenge, Payment of the minimum wage and the 13th-
month benus was quickly ignored., According teo Padre Crespot's assistant at
SORPE, the syndicate movement reached a low ebb after the "Revolutien', The
peasants withdrew, reverting to their suspicious attitude, because they lest
faith in the Government——-both state and federal—--—and in the new leadership
imposed upon them afier the "purge"; +the landowners often tried to buy off
the leadership—-—the president of the Jaboatfio syndicate was offered one
million cruzeiros. In addition, they feared reprisals by the patrBes whe
used all kinds of pressures to make them quit the syndicate; alse, they ne
longer had the assurance of the protection of the state police,

Visiting SORPE again this year, in October 1968, I fourd the attitude
more aggressive than the previeus year. 1 had a long session with Padre
Crespo~—-a soft-spoken man in his 30%s, The morning I talked with him he
was wearing an open-necked sport shirt, hanging leoose, with only a small
eross pinned to its pecket to indicate he'was a priest. He was anxious te
emphasize that the syndicate movemenit was entering a new phase at that very
time:

"The syndicates have entered the third phase, new in this year, The
first, 1961-64, consisted of basic organization and leadership training.
We establiched the syndicates as legal entities, and we gained certain im-
portant laws such as the Rural Labor Statute and the Land Statute.

"The second phase, 1964 through 1967, was one of werking within the laws,
trying to accommodate the requests of the Government for patience and under-
standing, having faith that the Gevernment's intentions were good and just
and that we would obtain advances,

"Je achieved absolutely nothing during this time—in faet, we leost
ground, Because of the 1964 lLand Statute, the usineires and senhores—de-
engenho took away the plots from the moradores because they feared that
letting them use the land would give them a claim te own it. Also, because
of the benefits promised the peasants by the Rural Laber Statute, the owners
try to get rid of the moradores se that they den't have to pay them accord-
ing to the law,

nSe the tradition of the roga (usufruct of a land parcel) has been des-
troyed. And the system of the morader (resident on the plantation) is being
wiped out, Instead it is replaced by the empreiteiro system——-piece work
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on a contract basis with an intermediary. The unempleyment is so high that
the usinas can easily get all the workers necessary without fulfilling any of
the social provisions——-workers waiting in the early morning for a truck te
pick them up de not demand guarantees———they usually den't even have a work
card (which cualifies them for minimum wage, fringe benefits, ete.). Se,
conditions have gotten 2 lot worse.

"During our 'legal!' phase we relied largely on the rural laber courts.
But delays of two years were common, and the syndicate had to previde a lawyer.
Even if we won the case, by the time the peasant got his payment it wasn't
worth a fraction of the original claim beecause of inflation. The peasants
became disillusioned with the syndicates and membership fell off-—due both
to lack of faith and also momadism.

"Se, now we enter the third phase. The syndicate leaders—-who meet
monthly at the Federation headquarters here in Recife---have concluded that
working within the law and accommedating the Government serves no purpose
for them. MHore and more, they are decided to unite in resistance---peaceful,
but not bound by the laws and system of the establishment. There will be
more strikes and continuous non-~vielent pressure to achieve their goals,
including those whick are not granted by law but are in justice theirs.

"Phe strike at Cabe going on right now (to be described in detail in
FMF-24) is particularly significant. It shows the new aggressiveness in
the peasants who in their assembly voted against obliging the government
reqcuest for yet another postponement of the strike. They @ecided not to
compromise for small gains but to insist upen the full package——-not to
settle before the strike like they had been doing since 1964, but in fact
to stage the strike to get what they deserve., We'll see mere of this."

ks we parted after some two hours of conversation, Padre Crespe came

back to his main point: "Do not ferget———the important thing is that we
are now entering a third phase,"

Sincerely yours,

Frances M, Foland

Photeo, p. 3: FMF
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