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age 3: Selling dates in the medipa.

Fage 4: Tupicgia imporis few cars or spare parts in order to save hard
currency. Eurcpean cars, when available, cost Z-3 times as much as
they fetch in Europe. #As & result a very lively sunday meorning
second hand market has developed along Avenue Mohamed Y. The
building in the background is the Hotel du Lac, once a
facshionable meeting place for tourists.

Page 3: President Bourguiba's mosgue in Monastir, one of the most expensive
pubiic buildings in Tunisia’'s history. The picture is taken from
the muslim cemetery.

Page &6: Entry gates to the mosgue.

Fage 7: As other North &frican countries, Tunisia once had a sizeable

jewish population. Except for the resaining community on the
igland of Jerba most have left for Israel or Eurcpe. The picture
is of the now totally neglected jewish cemetery in Nabeul, a resort
town about 40 miles from Tunis. Although Nabeul still has a few
Jewish families, many had already left by 1962 when the local rabbi
wae mysteripusly murdered cone night in the alley beside the
SYRAGOGUE.

I have no idea how representative a group like MDAD is of islamic
movements here in gensral. I would guess that they are tiny, guite often
very small splinter groups of the main Mouvemeri de Tendance Islamigus.
Contrary to what the government-controlled newspapers here have been saving
about these more radical groups, the MDAD members at least did not seem to
consider Iran as an example to folliow. They repeatedly mentioned Egyptian
and a Fakistani Iclamic thinker but showed little interest in Khomeyni-
etyle vieus.

## few weeks hefore this
gathering: a conference on
¥

r I participated in a more public

rag war organized by Tunisia's
fssociation dese Etudes int 1 s. Tupisia had just broken diplomatic
relations with Iran, accusing its al diplomats of fomenting revolution
here. The newspapers have been full lately of articles implicating the
Khomeyni regime. Accerding to these exposes in the government-controlled
press Iranian diplomats have been channeling money and arms through France
into Tunisia. Although my encounter with a few MDAD people is not
representative, [ am not convinced by the government’'s recent allegations,
Some Tunisian fundamentalists clearly do advocate & violent sclution te the
caontinuing crisis of leadership in the country. But almost none, including
the HWDAD people, look toward an Iranian-style solution.
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The recent expulsion of the Iranian diplomats left a void at the
conference that was guickly and efficiently filled by the Iragi delegation.
Under the very competent leadership of Dr. fAziz from Haghdad University's
political science department - [ wonder what political science means ip a
country like Irag? - the Iragis put on guite a sophisticated performance,

I had eupected some crude propaganda - and there was some - bui en the
whoie the different presentaticns by the Iragi team were sophisticated and
rather refinped. Needless toc say, half the cheeripg section was iragi. You
could recognize them by their Saddam Hussein msustaches, their Engiish—
tooking suite, straight hair {as opposed t g curly coiffures)
and a rather dour Ge*eapor fbove all by i ¢ to talk at
iength -~ particularly if they find out vo g f g United States.

The colloguivm was run by Mr. FAachid Driss, the president of the
fecociation des Etudecs Int al and one of the country’'s most
distinguished diplo pciation iz more or less the Junisian
gguivalent of the lations in the US. founded in 19880,
it counts among it the rguntry’s political and sorial
glites. In a coun gnpression is often curtailed, #r.
Briss and his organi ieg profeseional dntegritvy and undus
government interference. iz in part due to Mr. 0Oriss s stature that the
fissgciatiogn has been able to produce colloouiums that are boith of high
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quality and sometimes gquite crifical of public policy. (At a meeting I
once neard Hr. Driss dress down a coupl hi ne ring a
discussion on wartime collaboratieon T ; f
more or less official version that s i &
the Gersans and the Italians. Mr. Drisc pade clear, in an impassioned
ac served by rewriting history.}i?
was a rather sedate affair, with Mr, Driss
e formst of conferences in the Middle East
1 The exichange took slace during a Three day sem of
the Mational Movement. The contipuing ssries of semi
subsidized by the government. The proceedings are pu
opfficial printing office and, in my estimation, close
vigwpoints of the government., The latest seminar was
Sayah, the current Hinister of Education. Hr. Bavah
contidant of President Hourguiba. He has for vears b
annotating the Supreme Combattant’'s speeches. Bavah'
was a eulogy to Bourguiba and Beurguibism, something
participants eagerly expanded upon.
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little bit different than what we are used to in the West. Thay usually
start at least a half hour late. Then there are the interminable
interpeilations from the audience - it is considered impolite to ipterrupt
commentators who, as a result, tend to go on ad nauseum. Soon it was hard
to tell who was a participant and who was just a spectator - some of the
participants never got toc speak and some of the spectators simply remained
seated around the conference table aftter delivering their comments. All of
this was made worse by the incredible clouds of cigarette smoke that
wrapped the proceedings in & haze of pollution.

Then, just as I was about to doze off for a few minutes, an
acguaintance from one of the recearch institutes in the city fook the
podium, He delivered a paper tracing the background of the conflict. And,
in & manner that only academics and budding academics can manage while
retaining 3 modicum of seeming intelligence, he brought to bear upon those
two unhappy countries the weight of several centuries of hatred. He uwove
into hie narrative the Turkmans, the Beljuke, the Ottomans and a number
more wandering tribes who all, even if minimally, have left a legacy that
now contributes to the problem., It was a masterful and pyrotechpic
performance - complete with dramatic hand gestures, pouting lips, the
removal of glacses who were then waved in the air as if some magic wand., |
rated the performance 10 and the plausibility of the argument 2 or 3. But
cince delivery iz half the battle he still emerged as a strong performer.

b



Another gem at the conference was entitied - "Is the Iran-Iragi
canflict a war between Iran and Irag or between the Arabs and the
FPersians? The length of the titlie alone should have freightened me. The
presentation duly started with a detailed introduction of what constitutes
an Arab or a Persian - all togo leong, I'm afraid, and even then no
conclusive definition emerged!! Another Iragi, with a particularly
pronounced nasal tone of veice, took up where his colleague left off. It
made me think I was in the mosque, listening toc the puadhin recite one of
the furan’'s longer suras.

fn interesting sidenote wacs that the proceedings were in literary
arabic. But since some of the Tunisian participants hardiy knew enough
arabic to participate, there was always & summary in french at the end.
One of the speakers flatly acknowledged his arabic wasn’'t up to snuff and
gave his talk in french.

The colloguium was followsd by an Iragi diplomatic reception. Despite
the impending Hamadan liguor was served. After about three scotch-and-
waters I sauntered over te the Iragi ambassador. 1 was introduced by the
ubiguitous Dr. Aziz az an American researcher - which instantly made the
ambassador shift rink from right hand to left hand in order to shake
My owWn,

Unfortunately the three drinks had slightly clouded my composure. The
ambaseador, hearing {'d begen in Cairo, insisted on speaking magri. From
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behind the veil of alcochol! I managed a semi-intelligent conversation.
Fartunately it waz the end of the evening and the ambassador himself had
had a fsw drinks already. 5o we chatted away, much to the despair of his
bodyguards. He was v itive about recent eventse in New York, as
was Dr. &;._, and ing er visited Irag? 0One of his guards
gave me & little card at his incsistence. | was to contact the man at the
embassy with his personal compliments if I was interested in "seeing Dr.
fziz’s university in Baghdad.

I thanked him profusely, saving I might indeed want to visit the
country at some future date in order to look over the Roman rulns. This
o

produced a loak gf "what in the world is this guy talking about?’ in his
gyes, [t was a marvelous evening after all, and I am still impressed with
the Ef?i:len+ show the Iragis managed tao put on

¥ % %

a

L4

{ have hinted at in this and previous reports - and will write
ahout at greater leng i7 isia's rulers have severely
curtailed freedom of expression these last few vears. President Bourguibs
has never had much patience with criticism., As he grew clder this
impatience slowly turned into seme kind of parancia. I distinctly remember
that when I fircst came to Tunisia in 1978 Le HMonde had bsen banned for
several monthe after a critical contribution by the local correspondent.

It still happens, but with a much greater frequency 4 couple of
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weeks ago a little article appeared ip the weekly edition of the same
newspaper, It was eptitled "Les degus du Bourguibisme® - the
dicappointments of Bourguibism., A& few minutes after [ picked up my copy at
the fAfrica hotel scmecne from the Ministry of Information cslled and
ordered all copies off the shelf. It appears as if the censor had
overloocked the article. At about the same time Jeupe &frigue printed &
very critical four page piece, analyzing the political events of the last
year., This time the censors caught the article in time. Since then the
magazine has besn banned. {As most censored articles thie one alsp was
gquickly copied in France and ssnt through the mail fto a number of people in
Tunisia; ! located a copy within & few hours.)

There are currently no opposition newspapers. Under Mohamed Mzali -
who was prime minister from 1980 until his escape lasi year® - there was a

2 | mentioned his cleak-and~dagger escape in one of my previous
reports., Since then a number of readers, including one of my most faithful
commentators, Mr, Henpeth Cline, have asked me to fi1ll in the details about
the event.

After Hr. Hzali was sacked as prime minister in 1984 it was not long
before a2 vicious campaign against him started in the government-controlled
newspapers. This kind of treatment has been guite commen in Tunisian
political life: because of the intense rivalry among the elites lining
themselves up for the post-Bgurguiba period, any rival who is dismissed by
the Supreme Commander avutomatically becomes a pariah. The mechanics of
elimination are also guite predictable: first a villification campaign in
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skimpily clad European or fmerican starlet, For a few dave last week the
Caucaesians yielded fe Brazilian samba queens who had won prizes in Hic's
carnaval.
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