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August  20 h a s  come t o  be a  f a t e f u l  day  i n  Morocco s i n c e  
t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  of S u l t a n  Mohammed V on t h a t  d a t e  t h r e e  y e a r s  ago. 
The f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  mdate f a t i d i q u e , n  as t h e  F r e n c h  c a l l e d  
i t ,  saw r i o t s  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c i t i e s  which l e d  t o  a  b loody  r e p r e s -  
s i o n ;  t h e n  August 20, 1955, was t h e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  t h e  m a s s a c r e s  o f  
Oued Zem, g e n e r a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s  t h r o u g h o u t  Morocco, and t h e  f l a r i n g -  
up o f  t h e  A l g e r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n .  

T h i s  y e a r ,  t h e  f i r s t  a n n i v e r s a r y  of  t h e  d a t e  t o  be  c e l e -  
b r a t e d  s i n c e  t h e  S u l t a n l a  r e t u r n  and  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of independence ,  
t h e  day  was p l a c e d  under  t h e  wa tchuords  of  c o n s e c r a t i o n  and a u s t e r i t y .  
Al though n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  one of  t h e  many new l e g a l  h o l i d a y s ,  i t  h a s  
been  c a l l e d  t h e  "Day o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  of  t h e  King and t h e  P e o p l e n  
and waa t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  i m p r e s s i v e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  of t h e  l o y a l t y  
and a t t a c h m e n t  of t h e  p e o p l e  t o  t h e i r  s o v e r e i g n . -  Befo re  a v a s t  
crowd assembled  i n  t h e  p r a i r i e - l i k e  meshwar of  t h e  p a l a c e  grounds,  
t h e  S u l t a n  spoke,  i n  t h e  l o f t i l y  a b s t r a c t f e r m s  he  o f t e n  u s e s  t o  
convey a  p r e c i s e  meaning, o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  a t h e  m a r s h a l l i n g  of 
t h e  e n e r g i e s  of  a l l  t h e  men of good w i l l  who a r e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y e n  
And he  added: 

MLet u s  s a f e g u a r d  o u r  independence  by o u r  un ion ,  o u r  
d i s c i p l i n e ,  o u r  b r o t h e r h o o d  and o u r  s e n s e  of  d u t y o n  

There  was p r o b a b l y  a  good d e a l  t o  be r e a d  be tween t h e  
l i n e s  of t h e  S u l t a n ' s  s t a t e m e n t s ,  s i n c e  t h e y  were  made p r e c i s e l y  
a t  a  p e r i o d  when men of good w i l l  were b e g i n n i n g  t o  q u a r r e l  o p e n l y  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  and when t h e  c o u n t r y  was b e i n g  shaken  by t h e  
f i r s t  c r i s i s  of  i t s  s h o r t  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  a s  an i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e .  
August  20 was l i v i n g  up t o  i t s  name as a day  o f  p o r t e n t .  W i t h i n  a 
few h o u r s  and a  few hundred  f e e t  of t h e  S u l t a n ,  t h e  S p e c i a l  N a t i o n a l  , 
Congress  of  t h e  I s t i q l a l  P a r t y  was h o l d i n g  i t s  f i n a l  s e s s i o n ,  The 
meet ing ,  t imed  t o  draw a l l  p o s s i b l e  a d v a n t a g e s  f rom t h e  c l i m a c t i c  
day, was t h e  h i g h  p o i n t  of  a f e v e r i s h  week of  p o l i t i c s ,  which i n -  
c l u d e d  s p e c i a l  c o n g r e s s e s  of the UMT ( u n i o n  Marocaine d e  T r a v a i l ,  
o r  Moroccan Labor  u n i o n ) ,  and of t h e  r i v a l  PDI ( P a r t i  Democra t iqae  
de l ' I n d e p e n d a n c e ,  o r  Democra t ic  Independence  P a r t y ) .  When t h e  
I s t i q l a l  i n  i t s  f i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n ,  p a s s e d  on t h e  morning o f  t h e  
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2 0 t h  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  S u l t a n  spoke ,  c a l l e d  f o r  u n i t y  on i t s  own 
t e r m s  and asked  t h a t  i t  be  a l lowed  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  whomogeneous 
government c a p a b l e  of c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  emergency program a d o p t e d  
by  t h e  Congress ,"  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  sho tgun  m a r r i a g e  which had 
produced t h e  p r e s e n t  c o a l i t i o n  government  was i n  danger  of  immediate  
r u p t u r e ,  And i t  was f u r t h e r  obv ious  t h a t  August 20, 1956,  would 
mark a n o t h e r  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  modern Moroccols  h i s t o r y ,  

THE BACKGROUND OF THE CRISIS 

The c r i s i s  i s  n o t  a  new o r  a  sudden one; it  h a s  been 
l a t e n t  f o r  most of t h i s  y e a r ,  and  t h e  I s t i q l a l ' s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w i t h  many of  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  c o a l i t i o n  c a b i n e t  and  i t s  own 
r o l e  i n  i t  h a s  been known f o r  some t ime ,  The p r e s e n t  government,  
c a l l e d  one of  n a t i o n a l  union ,  was s e t  up on December 7 ,  1955,  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  S u l t a n  t o  Rabat ,  and  had a s  i t s  
p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l .  c o m p l e t i o n  of n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  
F r a n c e  and S p a i n  r e l a t i n g  t o  independence ,  C a b i n e t  members were 
chosen  by t h e  S u l t a n  i n  a way t h a t  presumably  r e f l e c t e d  h i s  own 
d e s i r e s  f o r  t r a n q u i l l i t y  i n  t h e  government a s  w e l l  a s  showing 
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  a p p a r e n t  w i s h e s  of t h e  p e o p l e ,  The c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  c a b i n e t  ended a s  1 0  I s t i q l a l  members, 6 PDI, and 5 l i b e r a l  
i n d e p e n d e n t s  (and s u b s e q u e n t  a d d i t i o n s  and changes  gave t h e  I s t i q l a l  
an  e x t r a  p o s t ) ,  An independen t ,  S i  Bekkai ,  was named Prime M i n i s t e r .  
Even i n  t h e  e u p h o r i a  of t h e  f i r s t  days  of t h e  S u l t a n ' s  r e t u r n  much 
h a g g l i n g  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  I s t i q l a l  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  
a c c e p t  what it c o n s i d e r e d  a  v e r y  r educed  s h a r e  of t h e  government,  
and o n l y  t h e  f i r m  r e q u e s t  of t h e  S u l t a n  t h a t  a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  r e -  
s o l v e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  

On t h e  n e g o t i a t i n g  l e v e l  t h e  government was r a p i d l y  
s u c c e s s f u l ,  Independence  u a s  g r a n t e d  by F r a n c e  on March 2, a f t e r  
a s h o r t  two weeks of n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  and  t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  F o r t u n a t e  
Empire was r e s t o r e d  when t h e  S p a n i s h  government,  on A p r i l  9, agreed '  
t o  r e l i n q u i s h  i t s  naone  of i n f l u e n c e w  i n  n o r t h e r n  Morocco, Both 
t h e s e  ag reemen t s  were c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  days - long  r e j o i c i n g s  
and c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  p a r t y  a tmosphere  which r e i g n e d  from November 
u n t i l  May. A l l  i n  a l l ,  e a r l y  t h i s  s p r i n g  l i f e  had  n e v e r  been  b e t t e r  
f o r  Moroccans,  Everyone was f r e e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  and  happy; one c o u l d  
s a y  o r  do a n y t h i n g  he p l e a s e d ;  t h e  f o r e i g n e r s  would soon l e a v e ;  and  
h o l i d a y s ,  bands ,  kermesses ,  p a r a d e s ,  t e a s ,  and f r e e  l u n c h e s  abounded 
f o r  t h e  d e l i g h t e d  m a n - i n - t h e - s t r e e t ,  

Beneath  t h e  s u r f a c e '  o f  t h i s  q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  o u t b u r s t  
of e n t h u s i a s m ,  however, t h e  s t a r k  r e a l i t i e s  of  economic t r u t h  r e -  
mained,  I n  t h e i r  e a g e r n e s s  t o  o b t a i n  independence  Moroccan nego- 
t i a t o r s  had i n s i s t e d  t h a t  p r i o r i t y  b e  g iven  t o  i t  and t h a t  d i s c u s s i o n  
of  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  (which meant economic a i d )  be s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  i t ,  
These economic n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  s o  v i t a l  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a r e  n o t  y e t  
comple ted .  

Meanwhile a  d i p l o m a t i c  a c c o r d  was n e g o t i a t e d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  



a l l o w  Moroccan r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  ab road ,  and Morocco was a d m i t t e d  t o  
t h e  U N  and many of  i t s  s p e c i a l i z e d  a g e n c i e s .  A m i l i t a r y  agreement  
was r e a c h e d  w i t h  F r a n c e  and S p a i n  which t r a n s f e r r e d  some n a t i v e  
u n i t s  of t h e i r  a r m i e s  t o  Moroccan command and c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  
n u c l e u s  of  t h e  new Royal  Moroccan Army, A l l  of t h e s e  f l v i c t o r i e s N  
i n v o l v e d  r e l a t i v e l y  heavy expenses  f o r  a  p o o r  c o u n t r y ,  and w h i l e  
more money was b e i n g  s p e n t ,  l i t t l e  was b e i n g  done t o  b r i n g  i n  qew 
revenues .  N e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  French f o r  economic h e l p  d ragged  
on t h r o u g h  t h e  summer and i t  i s  o n l y  i n  t h e  p a s t  few days  t h a t  i t  
h a s  been  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  France  ha.s a l lowed  a  p r o v i s i o n a l  c r e d i t  o f  
Fr .  23,000,000,000 ( a b o u t  $66,000,000) of  t h e  F r ,  35,000,000,000 
a s k e d  by Morocco f o r  i t s  i n v e s t m e n t  b u d g e t ,  

I n  t h e  p a s t  months t h e  economic s i t u a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  be-  
coming s t e a d i l y  l e s s  b r i g h t .  Numerous s t r i k e s  and a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  
number o f  h o l i d a y s  (more t h a n  20 days  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  
y e a r )  have made f o r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l o s t  t ime  i n  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  
worke r -ou tpu t  i s  l o w e r  t h i s  y e a r  t h a n  l a s t .  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  which 
had s u f f e r e d  t h r o u g h  1955 from l a r g e - s c a l e  t e r r o r i s t  i n c e n d i a r i s m ,  
p r e s e n t s  a n o t h e r  headache a f t e r  independence  r nonpayment of  t a x e s ,  
Many p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i n  t h e  R i f  and Middle A t l a s  e s p e c i a l l y ,  
e scaped  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  c e n t r a l  government e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r  and 
i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  a n a r c h y  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  t o  make t h e  f a r m e r s  pay 
t h e  t e r t i b ,  Economic d i s l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  R i f  was a c c e n t e d  by t h e  
f l ig=whole t r i b e s  i n t o  Span i sh  Morocco a f t e r  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  of  
t h e  Army of  L i b e r a t i o n  b roke  o u t  i n  O c t o b e r  1955,  Empty v i l l a g e s  
were c o n s i d e r e d  i p s 0  f a c t o  s i g n s  of g u i l t  by t h e  ~ r e n c h ,  who d e s t r o y e d  
them and b u r n t  t G r o p s ,  

Undoubtedly t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  s i n g l e  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  s l o w i n g  
down o f  economic a c t i v i t y  has  b e e n  t h e  i n s e c u r i t y  f e l t  b y  t h e  a l m o s t  
500,000 Europeans i n  Morocco, The number of v i o l e n t  i n c i d e n t s  i s  
a c t u a l l y  much l e s s  t h a n  b e f o r e  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  independence ,  b u t  t h i s  
f e e l i n g  of  i n s e c u r i t y  i s  ma in ly  p s y c h o l o g i c a l .  Many French  s e t t l e r s  
f e l t  s a f e  o n l y  when p r o t e c t e d  by a  F r e n c h - d i r e c t e d  p o l i c e .  R i g h t l y  
o r  wrongly,  t h e y  have d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  i m p a r t i a l i t y  of t h e  a u t h o r i -  
t i e s  now t h a t  s e c u r i t y  powers have been  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  Moroccan 
hands.  

French  businessmen,  h i t h e r t o  f a v o r e d  by a  f r i e n d l y  govern-  
ment,  p r o t e c t i v e  f i n a n c i a l  a r r angement s ,  low t a x e s ,  and a  cheap,  
d o c i l e  l a b o r  f o r c e  which was d e n i e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o r g a n i z e  o r  s t r i k e ,  
have s e e n  t h i s  p a r a d i s e  exp lode  b e f o r e  t h e i r  e y e s  w i t h i n  a  few months. 
The UMT h a s  grown s i n c e  i t s  l e g a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1955 t o  a  
membership a f  600,000, With i t s  h e l p  wages have r i s e n  a s  much a s  
5 0  p e r  c e n t  i n  t h e  p a s t  e i g h t  monthg, f rom a  low t h a t  a v e r a g e d  around 
Fr .  12-15,000 ($34-43) a month f o r  a  l a b o r e r .  A good number of s m a l l  
e n t e r p r i s e s  r u n  by  Europeans,  f a c e d  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  t a x e s ,  h i g h e r  
wages, and a  c o n s t a n t l y  r i s i n g  c o s t  of l i v i n g ,  have s h u t  down be-  
cause  t h e y  were u n a b l e  t o  make ends  meet ,  O t h e r s ,  l o o k i n g  ahead ,  
have concluded t h a t  it was u s e l e s s  t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  r i s i n g  
t i d e ,  The w o r r i e s  o f  t h i s  c l a s s  have n o t  been  p u r e l y  economic. 
P e r s o n a l  s a f e t y  was a t  a  premium t h i s  s p r i n g  i n  t h e  Fes-Taza r e g i o n  
b e f o r e  t h e  Army of  L i b e r a t i o n  weeded o u t  e l e m e n t s  w i t h i n  i t  who 



w e r e  no more t h a n  b r i g a n d s  r o b b i n g  o u t l y i n g  farms and  k i d n a p p i n g  
o r  m u r d e r i n g  t h e i r  owners .  There  was t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  d i r e c -  
t o r  o f  a  s m a l l  f a c t o r y  n e a r  Fes  who was g i v i n g  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  h i s  
Moroccan w o r k e r s  when one o f  them s u d d e n l y  t o o k  up a  p i c k - a x e  and  
c r u s h e d  i n  h i s  s k u l l .  One would have  t o  know a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  o f  
t h i s  d i r e c t o r ' s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  h i s  emp loyees  t o  comment on t h e  
c a s e ,  b u t  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  i n  Morocco 
4 0  y e a r s  of f o r e i g n  r u l e  have  l e f t  a  l e g a c y  o f  h a t r e d  t h a t  c a n n o t  
b e  overcome i n  a  day .  

I n  any  e v e n t  Eu ropeans  a r e  now l e a v i n g  i n  s i z a b l e  numbers .  
A c c u r a t e  f i g u r e s  a r e  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  b e c a u s e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  
r e a s o n s  n e i t h e r  t h e  F r e n c h  n o r  t h e  Moroccans  wan t  t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  
p rob l em,  b u t  one  r e c e n t  e s t i m a t e ,  c l e a v e r l y  b a s e d  on a  s t u d y  of  
moving a n d  c r a t i n g  f i r m s ,  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  a b o u t  2 ,500  p e r s o n s  a 
month i n  e x c e s s  o f  normal  d e p a r t u r e s  a r e  now l e a v i n g  Morocco. 
S i n c e  t h i s  s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  o n l y  t h o s e  w i t h  h o u s e h o l d  goods ,  t h e  
r e a l  t o t a l  mus t  b e  somewhat h i g h e r .  I f  t h i s  e x o d u s  c o n t i n u e s  a t  
t h i s  r a t e  ( a n d  n o t h i n g  a t  p r e s e n t  seems l i k e l y  t o  r e d u c e  i t )  i t  
w i l l  d i m i n i s h  t h e  Eu ropean  p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e  e x - F r e n c h  zone  ( a b o u t  
400 ,000 )  by  o n e - t e n t h  i n  a  s i n g l e  y e a r .  And w i t h  t h e s e  e m i g r a n t s  
i s  g o i n g  much o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

By e ' a r l y  J u l y  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  honeymoon 
was coming t o  a n  end ,  t o o .  There  we re  i n c r e a s i n g  s i g n s  t h a t  a l l  
was n o t  a s  w e l l  as p i c t u r e d  a n d  a vague  f e e l i n g  o f  b a f f l e d  annoyance  
and  d e c e p t i o n  was d i s c e r n i b l e  i n  bhe p e o p l e .  The S u l t a n  c a l l e d  o f f  
a p r o j e c t e d  p i l g r i m a g e  t o  Madagascar ,  t h e  s i t e  o f  h i s  e x i l e ,  and t o  
F r a n c e ,  and  i n s t e a d  went  on a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Midd le  Atlas ,  F e s ,  Taza,  
and  t h e  R i f - - j u s t  t h o s e  r e g i o n s  where  l a w l e s s n e s s  had  b e e n  m o s t  
p r e v a l e n t ,  a n d  whe re  i n  o l d e n  t i m e s  no r u l e r  of  Morocco had  e v e r  
b e e n  a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  b e l l i c o s e  B e r b e r  t r i b e s .  H i s  t r i p  was a g r e a t  
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  p e r s o n a l  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  if he had  i n d e e d  f e l t  t h e  need  
t o  r e i n f o r c e  h i s  p r e s t i g e  he  more t h a n  a c c o m p l i s h e d  h i s  m i s s i o n .  
Eve rywhere  h e  b r o u g h t  messages  of  hope ,  c o n c i l i a t i o n  and  good w i l l ,  
a nd  i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  as supreme r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  he  
was a u n i f y i n g  f o r c e  a b l e  t o  a p p e a s e  and command r e s p e c t  a s  no mere 
p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e  c o u l d .  L a t e r  i n  J u l y  he  compounded t h i s  sound  
s t r a t e g i c a l  move b y  s e n d i n g  Crown P r i n c e  Mulay Hassan ,  who r e c e i v e s  
a l m o s t  t h e  same d e g r e e  o f  v e n e r a t i o n  a s  h i s  f a t h e r ,  t o  o b t a i n ,  i n  
h i s  r o l e  as C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  of t h e  R o y a l  ~ o r o c c a r i  Army, t h e  n i n t e -  
g r a t i o n n  of  t h e  i r r e g u l a r  g u e r r i l l a  f o r c e s  wh ich  h e l d  d e  f a c t o  
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  more r emo te  m o u n t a i n  r e g i o n s .  By t h e s e t w o  moves 
t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  i t  r u l e d  a s  w e l l  as r e i g n e d ,  
a l t h o u g h  i t  p r e f e r r e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  m e c h a n i c a l  means o f  gove rnmen t  
t o  t h e  nomina l  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  of  t h e  c o ~ u n t r y .  

The l a t t e r  were  meant ime b e g i n n i n g  t o  have  t h e i r  own 
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  The I s t i q l a l ,  e s t i m a t e d  a s  t h e  m a j o r i t y  p a r t y  w i t h  
a b o u t  75 p e r  c e n t  of  t h e  c o u n t r y  s u p p o r t i n g  i t ,  seems t o  have  b e e n  
l o s i n g  g round  i n  t h e  p a s t  two o r  t h r e e  months .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
e l a n  w h i c h  i t  had  e n g e n d e r e d  was n a t u r a l l y  d i m i n i s h i n g ,  and  t h e  - 



p a r t y ' s  name a l o n e ,  " independence ,"  had become a  l e s s  s t i r r i n g  
b a t t l e  c a l l  a f t e r  t h e  g o a l  was o b t a i n e d ,  A c e r t a i n  l a s s i t u d e  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  e n d l e s s  c e l e b r a t i o n s  and p a r a d e s  was e v i d e n t ,  and 
t h e  p e o p l e  began t o  grumble t h a t  t h e i r  new s t a t u s  had n o t  a f t e r  
a l l  b r o u g h t  them nmutton e v e r y  F r idayn  b u t  t h a t ,  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
t h e y  were pay ing  more f o r  g r a i n ,  s u g a r ,  t e a ,  c i g a r e t t e s ,  and gaso-  
l i n e ,  

P r i c e s ,  which had b e e n  r i s i n g  s t e a d i l y ,  began  t o  s p i r a l  
up more v i o l e n t l y  a f t e r  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a  4 p e r  c e n t  consumption 
t a x ,  and on August  1, a s e r i e s  o f  d r a s t i c  economic measures  were 
announced, i n c l u d i n g  a  r i s e  i n  t h e  p r i c e  of g a s o l i n e  from 36) f r a n c s  
( a b o u t  8.10) a l i t e r  t o  6 1  f r a n c s  ( a b o u t  $ ,18 ) ,  a jump of n e a r l y  
30 c e n t s  a  g a l l o n , %  S i n c e  most of Morocco's t r a n s p o r t  i s  done by 
t r u c k i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  of this i n c r e a s e  on t h e  p r i c e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a l -  
r e a d y  showing i t s e l f ,  What l i t t l e  goes  by r a i l  w i l l  be a f f e c t e d  a s  
w e l l  by t h e  15 p e r  c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  r a i l  f r e i g h t  r a t e s  e f f e c t i v e  
August 21,  

The M i n i s t e r  of F inance ,  B e n j e l l o u n  (PDI) soon found him- 
s e l f  i n  p o l i t i c a l  h o t  w a t e r  a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e s e  and o t h e r  m e a s u r e s , ,  
With c o n s i d e r a b l e  a d r o i t n e s s  he f i n a l l y  produced a  budge t  which 
c a l l e d  f o r  e x p e n d i t u r e s  o f  F r ,  1 0 ~ , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  ( a b o u t  $300,000,000)  
and r e c e i p t s  of F r ,  92,000,000,000 (about$263,000,000) ,  a n  imba lance  
much s m a l l e r  t h a n  was p r e d i c t e d  a  few months ago ,  Some of t h e  
d e f i c i t  o f  13 b i l l i o n  f r a n c s  w i l l  be t a k e n  c a r e  o f  by  t h e  measures  
ment ioned  above,  b u t  i t  w i l l  s t i l l  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  a s s e s s  f u r t h e r  
t a x e s  and o b l i g e  banks t o  s u b s t i t u t e  Moroccan Treasu ry  s h o r t - t e r m  
n o t e s  f o r  a t  l e a s t  some of t h e  F rench  T r e a s u r y  b i l l s  t h e y  have 
been  i n  t h e  h a b i t  of h o l d i n g ,  

The f i r s t  s i g n s  of a  s e r i o u s  p o l i c y  s p l i t  w i t h i n  t h e  
government showed t h e m s e l v e s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of August ,  Speak ing  
i n  Marrakesh,  Mehdi ben Barka,  one o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  members o f  t h e  
E x e c u t i v e  Committee of t h e  I s t i q l a l  ( b u t  n o t  a  member o f  t h e  govern-  
ment )  warned t h a t  " t h e  I s t i q l a l  canno t  approve  any l o n g e r  a  p o l i c y  
n o t  of  i t s  own making," He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  when t h e  p a r t y  had 
a g r e e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  c o a l i t i o n  government of S i  Bekkai  l a s t  
y e a r ,  i t  had b e e n  w i t h  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  a  p r e c i s e  program of 
i n t e r n a l  and f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  would be c a r r i e d  o u t ,  Much of  t h i s  
i n t e r n a l  program, he emphasized,  has  n o t  been  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  be-  
c a u s e  of  " o b s t a c l e s  and a l l  s o r t s  of d i f f i c u l t i e s . "  These o b s t a c l e s  
seem t o  have been  t h e  F inance  M i n i s t e r  and  t h e  Prime M i n i s t e r ,  

The t i m i n g  of Ben B a r k a f s  s t a t e m e n t ,  made on August 1, 
was pe rhaps  n o t  e n t i r e l y  f o r t u i t o u s ,  Two days  b e f o r e ,  t h e  S u l t a n  
had p u t  f o r w a r d  i n  t h e  Counc i l  of  M i n i s t e r s  h i s  p l a n  f o r  t h e  c r e a -  
t i o n  of a  " C o n s u l t a t i v e  Assembly t o  H i s  Ma jes ty ,  which w i l l  be 
in fo rmed  of t h e  a c t s  of t h e  government,  w i l l  f o l l o w  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  

*Other  measures  i n c l u d e d  a 20 p e r  c e n t  t a x  on t h e  p r o f i t s  of 
companies e a r n i n g  more t h a n  Fr .  2,0.00,000 ( a b o u t  $5 ,700)  a  y e a r  
and an  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  income t a x  from 15 p e r  c e n t  t o  1 8  p e r  c e n t ,  



and  w i l l  b e  t h e  c o r e  o f  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  reg ime.  T h i s  Assembly 
w i l l  b e  composed o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  a l l  s h a d e s  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  
of  v a r i o u s  economic  i n t e r e s t s ,  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  and p r o -  
f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p s ,  as  w e l l  a s  o f  d i v e r s e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s . "  A g l a n c e  
a t  t h e  p a l a c e  s t a t e m e n t  shows t h e  r a t h e r  i n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n  i n  wh ich  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  h e r e  lumped w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p s ,  a r e  
p u t ,  a n d  t h e  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  a n  embryo p a r l i a m e n t  come i n t o  b e i n g  
wh ich  r e p r e s e n t e d  what  t h e  I s t i q l a l  h a s  c o n s t a n t l y  a t t a c k e d  a s  
" f e u d a l *  and " r e a c t i o n a r y "  e l e m e n t s  can  h a r d l y  have  b e e n  p l e a s i n g  
t o  t h e  p a r t y .  The more s o  b e c a u s e  i t  was s u r e  it c o u l d  win  a 
l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  i n  a n  e l e c t i o n .  

The S u l t a n ' s  s t a t e m e n t ,  however ,  r e f l e c t s  a c o n s i s t e n t  
p a t t e r n  o f  compromise a n d  c o n c i l i a t i o n  which  Mohammed V h a s  p u r s u e d  
s i n c e  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e .  He p r e f e r r e d ,  h e  s a i d ,  t o  f o r g i v e  
h i s  e n e m i e s  t h e  p a s t  and  j udge  them o n l y  on t h e  f u t u r e  work t h e y  
we re  w i l l i n g  t o  do on b e h a l f  of Morocco. The p e o p l e  we re  n o t  s o  
l e n i e n t l y  d i s p o s e d ,  a s  was s e e n  i n  t h e  p a l a c e - g r o u n d s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  
o f  s e v e r a l  c a i d s  who had  b e e n  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  S u l t a n ,  and  i n  
t h e  ~ a r r a k e s h s s a c r e s  o f  s u p p o r t e r s  of  t h e  l a t e  G l a o u i .  I t  was 
p r e d i c t a b l e  t h a t  a p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  l i k e  t h e  I s t i q l a l ,  r e l y i n g  on 
mass  a p p e a l ,  would b e  f o r c e d  i n t o  a  c e r t a i n  amount o f  demagoguery 
on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e  o l d  s t a n d b y  of  a t t a c k i n g  
t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e  and  t h e  c o l o n s  no l o n g e r  had  q u i t e  t h e  same 
e m o t i o n a l  v a l u e  i t  o n c e  d c  

The d a h i r  ( r o y a l  d e c r e e )  i n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  
Assembly of  76mem6-ers, a l l  t o  b e  c h o s e n  by t h e  S u l t a n ,  was s i g n e d  
on Augus t  3 ,  and  t h e  day  b e f o r e  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  I n f o r -  
m a t i o n ,  A b d a l l a h  I b r a h i m  ( l s t i q l a l )  s a i d  o b l i q u e l y  t h a t  t h e  Assembly 
would b e  more o f  a  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a d v i s o r y  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a n  a  t r u e  
a s sembly .  Was i t  j u s t  i m a g i n a t i o n  t h a t  a n  I s t i q l a l  m i n i s t e r  was 
t r y i n g  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  Assembly,  o r  h a d  t h e  p a r t y  
d e c i d e d  a g a i n s t  i t ?  

A few d a y s  l a t e r  t h e  economic  s i t u a t i o n  t o o k  t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  s t a g e  a g a i n .  The M i n i s t e r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  W e j j a i  ( I s t i q l a l )  
t o o k  t h e  u n u s u a l  s t e p  of i s s u i n g  a communique r e l a t i n g  h i s  p o i n t  
o f  v i e w  on t h e  g a s o l i n e  p r i c e  i n c r e a s e s  which  h a d  b e e n  d e c i d e d  i n  
a  c a b i n e t  m e e t i n g  on J u l y  30. He was p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
t h e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  t h i s  would have  on t h e  farm economy o f  Morocco, 
a l r e a d y  b u r d e n e d ,  he  s a i d ,  w i t h  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  30 p e r  c e n t  i n  f a r m  
wages  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  and  of  20 p e r  c e n t  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
t o o l s .  T h i s  was t h e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l l s  
d e c i s i o n ,  a s  announced  b y  Ben Barka ,  n o t  t o  be  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  common p o l i c y .  It w a s  a l s o  a  g r a v e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
o f  e x a s p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t  d i v i d e d  a g a i n s t  i t s e l f .  

The 
A 1  ~lzm, a f t e  
new Assembly,  

same d a y ,  August  7 ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o r g a n  of  t h e  I s t i q l a l ,  
r p a y i n g  i t s  r e s p e c t s  t o  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  

p o i n t e d  o u t  p o l i t e l y  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  of 
Morocco d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  r e a l l y  p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n ,  
d e m o c r a t i c  t y p e .  * I f  o u r  g o a l  i s  t o  i n s t a l l  i n  Morocco a p a r l i a -  
m e n t a r y  r eg ime  w e  s h o u l d  a r r i v e  a t  i t  o n l y  w i t h  p r e c a u t i o n s ,  r e f l e c t i o n ,  



a n d  w i t h o u t  h a s t e , n  s a i d  t h e  d a i l y  i n  a s e n t e n c e  T u l l  of meaning.  

By August  1 0  p o s i t i o n s  had  begun  t o  h a r d e n  on t h e  p a r t y  
f r o n t .  The PDI, m e e t i n g  i n  C a s a b l a n c a ,  c a l l e d  f o r  a  p o l i c y  o f  
f u r t h e r  a u s t e r i t y ,  r e g r e t t e d  t h e  n d i f f i c u l t i e s H  wh ich  i t s  members 
were  e n c o u n t e r i n g  i n  t h e  government ,  and  spoke  o u t  vehemen t ly  a g a i n s t  
t h e  a r b i t r a r y  a r r e s t  o r  k i d n a p p i n g  of i t s  p a r t y  members b y  t h e  s o -  
c a l l e d  " s p e c i a l  b r i g a d e s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  Forces . I t  The 
I s t i q l a l  announced  a N a t i o n a l  Congre s s  f o r  Augus t  19-20  i n  R a b a t ,  
and  t h e  I s t i q l a l - i n c l i n e d  UMT d e c i d e d  t o  b e a t  t h e  gun by h o l d i n g  
i t s  own c o n f e r e n c e  on t h e  1 8 t h .  The PDI t h e n  seems t o  have con- 
c l u d e d  t h a t  he  who s p e a k s  l a s t  i s  h e a r d  b e s t ,  and s e t  August  2 1  
a s  t h e  d a t e  f o r  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  m e e t i n g  o f  i t s  N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l .  

A t h r i d  f o r c e  was a l s o  work ing ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s .  
Pr ime M i n i s t e r  Bekka i ,  f i n i s h i n g  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  t r i p  which  d o u b l e d  a s  
a  s o u n d i n g  o u t  o f  o p i n i o n  i n  n o r t h e r n  Morocco, spoke  on t h e  1 0 t h  i n  
somewhat e q u i v o c a l  t e r m s  of  a p o s s i b l e  c a b i n e t  r e s i g n a t i o n .  "He 
who d o e s  n o t  s u c c e e d ,  r e s i g n s u  he  s a i d ,  b u t  went on t o  d e f e n d  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t ' s  p l a n  t o  g e t  money f rom F r a n c e ,  money which ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t h e  Pr ime M i n i s t e r ,  n w i l l  n o t  i n f r i n g e  on o u r  i ndependence . "  
T h i s  was a  b r u s q u e  r e t o r t  t o  A 1  ~lzm, which  was c o m p l a i n i n g  a t  t h e  
same moment t h a t  82 p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  b u d g e t  (35 b i l l i o n  
f r a n c s  o u t  o f  42 b i l l i o n )  was b e i n g  s o u g h t  from t h e  "enemy o f  y e s t e r -  
day .  

Whi le  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n g r e s s e s  went  on 
d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  week, someone e v i d e n t l y  s t i f f e n e d  S i  B e k k a i l s  back .  
I t  i s  n o t  t o o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i m a g i n e  who i t  was,  f o r  t h e  Pr ime N i n i s ; e r  
s a i d :  

nThe d e s i r e  o f  o u r  S u l t a n  i s  t h a t  Moroccans  r e m a i n  
u n i t e d .  P a r t i s a n  s t r u g g l e s  p a r a l y z e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  r e c o v e r y .  
I have  s a i d  and I r e p e a t ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  
c o u n t r y  demand i t ,  I would n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  g i v e  my p l a c e  
t o  o t h e r s .  But  I c o n s i d e r  t h a t  o u r  m i s s i o n ,  t h e  m i s s i o n  
o f  t h e  government  o f  n a t i o n a l  u n i o n ,  i s  n o t  f i n i s h e d .  
Th i s  i s  a n  o b j e c t i v e  f a c t ,  and  n o t  m e r e l y  a  d e s i r e  t o  r e -  
main  i n  power. A 1 1  the Moroccans who have  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  
t h e  l i b e r a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a r t i e s  o r  o u t s i d e  them,  
s h o u l d  u n i t e  more t h a n  e v e r  t o  i n s t a l l  a reg ime of  democracy 
and  s o c i a l  j n s t i c e O u  

The Pr ime  M i n i s t e r 1  s  s t a t e m e n t ,  wh ich  r ev i ewed  t h e  a c t i v i -  
t i e s  o f  h i s  government ,  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a  d e f e n s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  ex -  
p e c t e d  a t t a c k s  on  t h e  week end .  He made a n  e f f o r t  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  
s u p p o r t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  n e u t r a l i t y  of t h e  U M T  by p a y i n 2  hommage 
t o  i t s  l e a d e r s  Mahjoub b e n  Sedd ik  and  T a i e b  b e n  Bouazza.  "They 
know, l i k e  me, t h a t  t h ~  a b u s e  of t h e  s t r i k e  weapon i s  d a n q e r o u s "  
he  s a i d ,  w h i l e  g o i n g  on t o  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  h o l i d a y  a t n ~ o s p h e r e  i n  
which '  Morocco h a d  b e e n  l i v i n g .  " F o r  n i n e  months  we have beer! g o i n g  
f rom f e s t i v a l  t o  f e s t i v a l ,  b u t  work comes b e f o r e  a n y t h i n g  ~ l s e .  
I f  t h e r e  a r e  r i g h t s  t o  b e  won, t h e r e  a r e  a l s o ,  and e s p e c i a l l y ,  
d u t i e s  t o  f u l f i l l . f l  



THE CONGRESSES 

The U M T  m e e t i n g  opened i n  C a s a b l a n c a ' s  l a r g e ,  modern 
Labo r  Exchange H a l l  on t h e  1 8 t h ,  and  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g  i t  was 
o b v i o u s  t h a t  S i  B e k k a i l s  e f f o r t s  t o  f o r e s t a l l  c r i t i c i s m  h a d  b e e n  
v a i n .  A v i o l e n t  a t t a c k  on  t h e  government ,  wh ich  h a d  " n o t  worked 
o u t  n o r  a p p l i , e d  a sound  economic  p o l i c y ,  n e g l e c t e d  t h e  s o c i a l  r e v o -  
l u t i o n  a n d  l e f t  Morocco d e p e n d e n t  on f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s , n  and on t h e  
F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  l e f t  no d o u b t  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  sympa- 
t h i e s  o f  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  Ben S e d d i k .  D e t a i l i n g  t h e  m i s e r y  o f  
t h e  p o o r e r  c l a s s e s  he  p u t  t h e  blame on l t f e u d a l i s t s  and  c o l o n i a l i s t s n  
who n k e e p  r a i s i n g  t h e i r  heads . "  

Whi l e  g i v i n g  t h e  government  c r e d i t  f o r  good i n t e n t i o n s ,  
Ben S e d d i k  a c c u s e d  i t  o f  l i v i n g  beyond  i t s  means and  of  b e i n g  o v e r -  
b u r d e n e d  w i t h  an  army of f u n c t i o n a r i e s  and p o l i c e m e n .  I t s  i m p r o v i -  
d e n c e ,  he  s a i d ,  was making i t  s e l l  t h e  c o u n t r y l s  e conomic  i n d e p e n d e n c e  
t o  F r a n c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  a  l o a n .  The p r i n c i p a l  c o n s t r u c t i v e  p o i n t s  
of  a  s p e e c h  m a i n l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  l a b o r  consumpt ion  were  a c a l l  f o r  
( 1 )  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  c e r t a i n  key  i n d u s t r i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S h e r i f i a n  
P h o s p h a t e  O f f i c e s ,  and  ( 2 )  a  s w i t c h  f rom i n d i r e c t  t a x a t i o n  t o w a r d  
p u t t i n g  heavy  b u r d e n s  on h i g h e r  s a l a r i e s .  

The &heme e n u n c i a t e d  by t h e  Ul+IT was d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
n e x t  two d a y s ,  Augus t  1 9  and  2 0 ,  by t h e  f u l l  o r c h e s t r a  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l .  
Watched b y  a crowd c o n s i d e r a b l y  s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e v i o u a  
c o n g r e s s ,  members o f  t h e  p a r t y  g a t h e r e d  i n  downtown R a b a t ' s  Chamber 
of  Commerce t o  h e a r  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  ( a n d  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r )  Ahmed 
B a l a f r e j  g i v e  h i m s e l f  o v e r  t o  a  l e n g t h y  i n d i c t a e n t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
gove rnmen t ,  o f  c o l o n i a l i s m ,  o f  s e c r e t  p l o t s  a g a i n s t  Moroccan i n d e -  
pendence ,  a n d  of  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  f o r e i g n  a r m i e s  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  s o i l .  
P a r t y  l e a d e r  A l l a l  a 1  F a s s i ,  w i t h o u t  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  r e p e a t e d  
t h e  c h a r g e s  i n  more v i o l e n t  f o rm and  added  a  few p a r a g r a p h s  a b o u t  
Moroccan c l a i m s  on t h e  S a h a r a n  r e g i o n s  and  M a u r e t a n i a  ( a  f a v o r i t e  
theme o f  h i s  b u t  one  a b o u t  which  I s t i q l a l  l e a d e r s  who h o l d  c a b i n e t  
p o s t s  a r e  more d i s c r e e t ) .  I n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  he  a d v o c a t e d  s o l i d a r i t y  
w i t h  t h e  U N ,  w i t h  t h e  Arab League,  and  w i t h  t h e  Bandung S t a t e s  
" w h i l e  n o t  f o r g e t t i n g  o u r  A f r o - A s i a t i c  p o s i t i o n  n o r  o u r  r o l e  a s  a 
l i n k  be tween  E a s t  and  West." 

The r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  Congre s s ,  a d o p t e d  t h e  
m o r n i n g  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  (Augus t  2 0 )  c o m p r i s e d  a  7 - p o i n t  p l a n  
c o v e r i n g  t h e  economic ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i v e  f i e l d s .  They were  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more m o d e r a t e  i n  t o n e  t h a n  t h e  
s p e e c h e s  made on  t h e  1 9 t h ,  and  i t  s h o u l d  b e  remembered t h a t  t h e  
C o n g r e s s  d i s c o u r s e s  were  o f t e n  t h e  same k i n d  o f  " campa ign  o r a t o r y "  
f o u n d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  g a t h e r i n g s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  e l s e w h e r e ,  
A f u r t h e r  p a r a l l e l  m i g h t  b e  drawn t o  some e x t e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  Congre s s  
r e s o l u t i o n s  and  t h e  p l a t f o r m s  of  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  Amer ica ,  An 
o b s e r v e r  s t u d y i n g  them c a n n o t  f a i l  t o  b e  i m p r e s s e d  by t h e i r  c o n c e r n  
f o r  democracy ,  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  u n i v e r s a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  
man and  m i n o r i t i e s ,  e t c .  They u n i v e r s a l l y  condemn t h e  bad  and 
p r a i s e  t h e  good b u t  t h e y  a r e ,  e v e r y w h e r e ,  s ' t a t e m e n t s  o f  u t o p i a n  



i n t e n t i o n s  which can seldom be  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  t h e  l e t t e r .  The 
I s t i q l a l  Congress  r e s o l u t i o n s  concormed t o  t h i s  p a t t e r n ,  b u t  on- 
l o o k e r s  were q u i c k  t o  comment on t h e  i n t e r n a l  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  of a  
p l a n  which c a l l e d  f o r  ( 1 )  a u s t e r i t y  b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  hand i n c r e a s e d  
s a l a r i e s ,  f a m i l y  a l l o c a t i o n s  and p e n s i o n s ;  ( 2 )  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  of 
a g r i c u l t u r e  and development  of  h y d r a u l i c  r e s o u r c e s  b u t  a l s o  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a  budge t  w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  means; ( 3 )  n a t i o n a l i z a -  
t i o n  of c e r t a i n  i n d u s t r i e s  and a  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  of l a n d  (presumably  
of  t h e  c o l o n s )  w h i l e  s o l i c i t i n g  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  p r i v a t e  Moroccan _. and f o r e l g n  c a p i t a l .  

The key r e s o l u t i o n  was t h a t  which demanded t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
of t h i s  ' ? -po in t  program and added t h a t :  

nThe N a t i o n a l  Congress  w i l l  n o t  p e r m i t  any members 
o f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  P a r t y  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  any government 
which i s  n o t  c a p a b l e  of c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  program. The 
N a t i o n a l  Congress  a s k s  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  Committee..,to f i n d  
a way t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  o u r  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h e  
p r e s e n t  c o a l i 5 i o n  government a s  soon  as p o s s i b l e ,  and t o  
u n d e r t a k e  a demarche t o  t h e  S u l t a n  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  
a  homogeneous government,  c a p a b l e  of  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  
emergency program adop ted  by t h e  Congress." 

Thus, a  few h o u r s  b e f o r e  t h e  S u l t a n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  peop le  
i n  t h e  meshwar, where l i t t l e  L a l l a  Amina, b o r n  i n  Madagascar,  was 
crowned " P r i n c e s s  of t h e  R e v o l ~ t i o n , ~  t h e  c r i s i s  was d e l i b e r a t e l y  
b r o u g h t  t o  a  head,  

Befo re  t h e  I s t i q l a l  E x e c u t i v e  Committee had t i m e  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  i t s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and a r r a n g e  a n  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e r , '  t h e  
PDI h e l d  i t s  s p e c i a l  c o n g r e s s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day  i n  Casablanca ,  It 
was p r e s i d e d  o v e r  b y  t h e  I s t i q l a l ' s  No. 1 enemy, F inance  M i n i s t e r  
B e n j e l l o u n ,  a c t i n g  a s  i n t e r i m  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  i n  t h e  absence  of  
P a r t y  S e c r e t a r y  Ouazzani  who remained i n  S w i t z e r l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  
c r i s i s .  

The F inance  M i n i s t e r ' s  speech ,  which was t h e  h i g h l i g h t  
o f  t h e  g a t h e r i n g ,  was b y  any s t a n d a r d  a r emarkab le  document i n  
Moroccan p o l i t i c s .  I n  i t  he p r e s e n t e d  t h e  u n p a l a t a b l e  economic 
t r u t h  t o  a  c o u n t r y  which r e c e n t l y  had  b e e n  h e a r i n g  a l l  f o r e i g n e r s  
denounced a s  v i c i o u s  e x p l o i t e r s  who had been  s a c k i n g  t h e  f r u i t s  of  
t h e  l a n d  f o r  t h e  p a s t  h a l f  c e n t u r y .  

nAlthough we have been a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  o u r  f i n a n c i a l  i n d e -  
pendence from a  p o l i t i c a l  p o i n t  of view, i t  i s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  on 
t h e  economic l e v e l .  I f  you s e t  up a  company and you need c a p i t a l ,  
you t u r n  t o  t h o s e  who have money and, w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  i n s p i r e  con- 
f i d e n c e ,  you a s k  them f o r  h e l p  and p ropose  g u a r a n t e e s  f o r  repayment.  
I t  i s  t h e  same f o r  s t a t e s  which do n o t  have enough c a p i t a l  t o  d e v e l o p  
t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  r i c h e s .  Under t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e  reg ime,  i t  was France  
which b r o u g h t  i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c a p i t a l  t o  make t h e  f a c t o r i e s  go, t o  
i n t r o d u c e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  equipment  from abroad ,  and t o  buy t h e  p r o d u c t s  
of o u r  h a r v e s t s .  



l l A f t e r  l o n g  y e a r s  of  s t r u g g l e  F r a n c e  h a s  h a d  t o  abandon 
t h e  p r o t e c t o r a t e  and  Morocco i s  a g a i n  i n d e p e n d e n t .  But  we Moroccans 
a r e  n o t  r i c h !  And moreover ,  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  economic  d i s o r d e r  have 
d r i v e n  away many f o r e i g n e r s  who i n  b e t t e r  d a y s  would have  i n v e s t e d  
t h e i r  money h e r e .  Many S w i s s  wanted  t o  b u i l d  i n  Morocco, b e c a u s e  
r e n t s  h e r e  b r i n g  i n  more t h a n  i n  t h e i r  own c o u n t r y .  Amer icans  
wan ted  t o  open  f a c t o r i e s  h e r e ,  b e c a u s e  w o r k e r s  a r e  n o t  a s  demanding 
a s  t h e y  a r e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  The F r e n c h  wanted  t o  b r i n g  i n  
t h e i r  money, b e c a u s e  t a x e s  a r e  l e s s  i n  Morocco t h a n  i n  F r a n c e .  Bu t  
a l l  t h e s e  f o r e i g n e r s  have l e f t  o u r  c o u n t r y  and  w i t h  them h a s  gone 
t h e  work t h e y  would have c r e a t e d . *  

The F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r  p u t  i n  a  c l a i m  f o r  r o y a l  s u p p o r t  by  
n o t i n g  t h a t  " t h e  PDI h a s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  S u l t a n  and  h i s  government  i n  
a  p o l i c y  o f  r e a s o n  and  mode ra t i on . "  Going on  t o  d e f e n d  h i s  concep-  
t i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t l s  f i n a n c i a l  p o l i c i e s ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  p o i n t e d  
o u t  t h a t  i t  was n o t  he who e l a b o r a t e d  t h e  b u d g e t s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  
m i n i s t r i e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  e a c h  m i n i s t e r  who p r e p a r e d  h i s  own b u d g e t  
a f t e r  which  h e ,  t h e  F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r ,  g rouped  them i n  t h e  s t a t e  
b u d g e t .  N o t h i n g  p r e v e n t e d  a m i n i s t e r  f rom s u b m i t t i n g  economy 
m e a s u r e s  f o r  h i s  own d e p a r t m e n t ,  he  s a i d ,  b u t  nnone  of  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  
of  t h e  p r e s e n t  government  h a s  g i v e n  u s  t h e  p l e a s a n t  s u r p r i s e  of  a  
new b u d g e t a r y  c o n c e p t i o n e n  And he  u n d e r l i n e d  t e l l i n g l y  t h a t  t h e  
same I s t i q l a l  m i n i s t e r s  who now w a n t e d  h i s  s c a l p  had  n o t  o n l y  s u b -  
m i t t e d  t h e i r  own b u d g e t s  b u t  had s t u d i e d  a n d  c o n c u r r e d  i n  a l l  t h e  
o t h e r  b u d g e t s  w h i c h  t h e  S u l t a n  had  p r o m u l g a t e d  i n  a  d a h i r  a t  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  of Augus t .  

" T h i s  i s  why I s t r e s s n  he  added,  " t h a t  we c a n n o t  have  
two p o l i c i e s ,  one f o r  i n t e r n a l  consumpt ion  and  one f o r  ex-  
t e r n a l  u s a g e .  We do n o t  p r e a c h  x e n o p h o b i a  t o  some and 
f r i e n d s h i p  t o  o t h e r s .  We s a y  t h a t  we mus t  come t o g e t h e r .  
The p e o p l e  of  t h e  e a r t h  a r e  l i k e  t h e  f i n g e r s  on a  hand;  
a l l  a r e  l i n k e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r . "  

And h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  was no l e s s  b i t t e r  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  
I s t i q l a l l s  b i d  f o r  power. 

nToday  I o b s e r v e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a n  a r t i f i c i a l  ex -  
c i t e m e n t  which  h a s  b e e n  p rovoked  t h r o u g h  c o m p l e t e l y  dema- 
g o g i c  means b y  t h o s e  who hope t o  p r e v a i l  by  e x p l o i t i n g  i t .  
Tomorrow i t  i s  t h e  whole  Moroccan p e o p l e  who w i l l  j u d g e  
t h i s  a t t i t u d e . "  

A s  would b e  e x p e c t e d  a f t e r  t h i s  f o r t h r i g h t  s t a t e m e n t ,  
t h e  PDI Congre s s  r e f u s e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e  p a r t y  t o  l e a v e  t h e  Eovern-  
ment  and ,  a d d r e s s i n g  t e l e g r a m s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  t o  t h e  S u l t a n ,  t h r e w  
t h e  g a u n t l e t  down t o  i t s  r i v a l  p a r t y  w h i l e  :naking t h e  s o v e r e i g n  
t h e  supreme a r b i t e r  o f  t h e  c r i s i s .  

SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS AND THE MEANING OF T H 5  CRISIS 

The week f o l l o w i n g  t h e  h e c t i c  week e n d  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  and  
2 0 t h  seemed l i k e  t h e  l u l l  a f t e r  t h e  s t o r m .  The E x e c u t i v e  Committee 



of  t h e  I s t i q l a l  was r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  S u l t a n  on t heL  2 4 t h ,  b u t  t h e  
r e q u e s t  t o  be  a l l o w e d  t o  r e s i g n  e n  masse  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  an  imme- 
d i a t e  answer ,  I t  was p u t  o f f ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  u n t i l  a  s e c o n d  a u d i e n c e  
a t  a n  u n s p e c i f i e d  d a t e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  The day  b e f o r e  t h e  S u l t a n ,  
r e c e i v i n g  a  g r o u p  o f  newly-formed a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  had  l i m i t e d  h i m s e l f  
t o  t h e  l a c o n i c  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  " a n  a u s t e r i t y  r eg ime  mus t  b e  i n s t a l l e d  
i n  Morocco." Bu t  he  gave no h i n t  as t o  whose a e g i s  i t  would b e  i n -  
s t a l l e d  unde r .  

I n  s u b s e q u e n t  d a y s  s u p p o r t  came t o  b o t h  p a r t i e s  f rom 
a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  The n u m e r i c a l l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  Moroccan 
Communist P a r t y  o f f e r e d  t o  make common c a u s e  w i t h  t h e  I s t i q l a l ,  a n  
o f f e r  which  h a s  gone unanswered  and  wh ich  i s  s u r e  t o  be l e f t  un- 
t o u c h e d  by a p a r t y  wh ich  a l r e a d y  h a s  a  m a j o r i t y ,  The s m a l l  PUI 
( p a r t y  of  U n i t y  and  I n d e p e n d e n c e )  of  T a n g i e r  and  N o r t h e r n  Morocco, 
o b v i o u s l y  f a v o r i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e  of  m i n o r t i y  p a r t i e s  gave 
i t s  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  PDI. More n o t a b l e  was t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  of  a  c i r c l e  
o f  B e r b e r  t r i b a l  l e a d e r s  who h e a r d  t h e  Ca id  E l  Y o u s s i ,  s p e a k i n g  a t  
Immouzer n  Kandar  denounce  t h e  I s t i q l a l  a t t e m p t  a t  n d i c t a t o r s h i p e n  

Up t o  t h i s  w r i t i n g  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  no d e f i n i t i v e  s o l u t i o n  
t o  t h e  c r i s i s .  The l u l l ,  i n  f a c t ,  h a s  b e e n  more s i q n i f i c a n t  t h a n  
t h e  v i o l e n t  o r a t o r y  which  p r e c e d e d  i t ,  f o r ,  i f  much o f  t h e  s p e e c h -  
making c o u l d  be  d i s m i s s e d  a s  p a r t y  t a l k ,  and  i f  t h e  I s t i q l a l  program 
seemed vague  and i l l - d e f i n e d ,  t h e  e n s u i n g  s i l e n c e  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  o t h e r  f o r c e s ,  who may b e  t h e  r e a l  m a s t e r s  o f  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n ,  have  y e t  t o  be  h e a r d  from. J u s t  who t h e y  a r e  and  w h a t  
t h e y  want  i s  a  d e l i c a t e  p rob lem s t i l l  s h r o u d e d  i n  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  
which  have made Moroccan p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  l o o k  more l i k e  
a d e t e c t i v e  t h r i l l e r  t h a n  a  s t r u g g l e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t a l  p o l i c y .  

The f i r s t  weeks of  i n d e p e n d e n c e  b r o u g h t  o u t  o f  h i d i n g  
many f o r c e s  a l r e a d y  known and  s e v e r a l  e l e m e n t s  which  were  n o t .  
F o r  months  t h i s  s p r i n g  t h e  Army of  L i b e r a t i o n ,  which  was t h e  o n l y  
government  i n  a l l  t h e  R i f ,  most  o f  t h e  Nor th ,  and  t h e  Middle  A t l a s ,  
r ema ined  i n  t h e  backg round .  A l l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  c l a i m e d  t h i s  
"shadow armyn a s  t h e i r  own, When a l o c a l  PDI l e a d e r  f rom F e s ,  L a r a k i ,  
s t o l e  a  march on h i s  r i v a l s  and announced  t h e  names of some of  t h e  
l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Army o f  L i b e r a t i o n ,  he  was p rompt ly  a s s a s s i n a t e d .  
A c e r t a i n  w a r n i n g ,  b u t  g i v e n  by whom? 

When t h e  Army o f  L i b e r a t i o n  chose  f i n a l l y  t o  make a n  ap-  
p e a r a n c e ,  i t  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  be  a p a r t  f rom t h e  p a t r o n a g e  o f  
any  p a r t y .  T h i r t y  g r i z z l e d ,  e a r l y  midd l e - aged  g u e r r i l l a s  s i m p l y  
p r e s e n t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a t  t h e  I m p e r i a l  P a l a c e  one morn ing  and were  
l a t e r  shown. t o  t h e  p r e s s .  I n  t h e  same way e i g h t  o f  t h e i r  rnen made 
a n  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  T a n g i e r ,  s a t  down a t  a l a r g e  c e n t r a l  c a f e  and 
o r d e r e d  c o f f e e .  C o n v e r s a t i o n  f e l l  t o  a  w h i s p e r  a s  e v e r y o n e  s t a r e d  
a t  t h e  " m y s t e r y  men" who d e p a r t e d  a s  s i l e n t l y  a s  t h e y  had  come. 

D u r i n g  t h e  l o n g  p e r i o d  t h i s  s p r i n g  of  c l a s h e s  be tween  t h i s  
army and t h e  F r e n c h  f o r c e s ,  t h e  P a l a c e  m a i n t a i n e d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  i t  
and  was u s u a l l y  a b l e  t o  a r r a n g e  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  k i d n a p p e d  s o l d i e r s  
a n d  p a c i f y  t h e  s p i r i t s  of  b o t h  p a r t i e s ,  Wi th  t h e  s e t t i n g - u p  of t h e  



Roya l  Army i n  May, some e l e m e n t s  of t h e  Army o f  L i b e r a t i o n  were  
i n d u c t e d  i n t o  i t ;  o t h e r s  we re  s e n t  home a n d  t h e y  and  many of t h e i r  
l e a d e r s  have  j u s t  d i s a p p e a r e d .  Some a r e  s t i l l  c a r r y i n g  o u t  p o l i c e  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  r emo te  a r e a s ,  where  t h e y  seem t o  be  r e s p e c t e d  b y  t h e  
p e o p l e  a s  a s o u r c e  of l a w  and o r d e r  i n  d e f a u l t  o f  any  o t h e r .  I n  
C a s a b l a n c a  r i v a l  f a c t i o n s  of  e x - t e r r o r i s t  g r o u p s  (who p r o b a b l y  d i d  
n o t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  Army o f  ~ i b e r a t i o n )  have b e e n  s h o o t i n g  i t  o u t  on 
s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  i n  a s q u a r i n g  o f  a c c o y ~ n t s .  No one knows, o r  w i l l  
s a y ,  j u s t  how s t r o n g  t h e s e  g r o u p s  a r e ,  b u t  a s  t h e y  d e s c e n d  p r o g r e s -  
s i v e l y  f r o m  w r e s i s t a n c e l l  t o  " b a n d i t r y H  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  f u t u r e  i s  
becoming  more o b s c u r e .  A s  f o r  t h e  Army o f  L i b e r a t i o n ,  i t s  r o l e  i s  
p r o b a b l y  i n c r e a s i n g ,  and  a l t h o u g h  i t  h a s  n o t  y e t  made i t s e l f  m a n i f e s t  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c r i s i s ,  no one t h i n k s  i t  h a s  r e a l l y  d i s a p p e a r e d  f r o m  
t h e  s c e n e  o r  t h a t  i t  w i l l  n o t  e v e n t u a l l y  have  i t s  word t o  s a y .  

When t h e  S u l t a n ,  i n  h i s  Augus t  2 0  s p e e c h ,  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  
names o f  d e a d  h e r o e s  o f  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e ,  he  added  t o  them w i t h o u t  
f u r t h e r  comment t h e  names of a few v i c t i m s  o f  n p a r t i s a n  s t r u g g 1 e s . n  
W i t h o u t  d o u b t  a n o t h e r  w a r n i n g ,  b u t  t o  whom? And a l t h o u g h  no o n e  
d a r e s  o p e n l y  make t h e  l e a s t  d i r e c t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ,  t h e  
mere f a c t  t h a t  A 1  A l a m  h a s  denounced  some o f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  he  named 
p e r s o n a l l y  and  h a s  k e p t  i n  o f f i c e  i s  a s i g n  t h a t  he  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  
c o n s i d e r e d  i n f a l l i b l e  b y  e v e r y o n e .  

So a l t h o u g h  t h e  c r i s i s  t h a t  opened  on Augus t  2 0  i s  f a r  
f r o m  s e t t l e d ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  i t s  denouement  i s  t h e  r e a l  ob- 
j e c t i v e  ' o f  a l l  c o n c e r n e d .  An o ' u t s i d e r  r e c e i v e s  a  s t r o n g  i m p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  b e n e a t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  s t r o n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements a r e  a t  work,  
a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  t o o  e a r l y  t o  s a y  how s t r o n g  t h e y  a r e  and  i n  which  
d i r e c t i o n  t h e y  a r e  headed .  p e r h a p s  t h e  most  c e r t a i n  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  
c r i s i s  i s  t h e  g r a d u a l  a c c u m u l a t i o n  i n  Moroccan p o l i t i c s  o f  g r o u p s  
wh ich  a r e  t e n d i n g  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o r  l e f t  a s  we 
know them. The Moroccan r e v o l u t i o n  was c l a s s l e s s  and  a l l  e l e m e n t s  
of  t h e  n a t i o n  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  i t .  Now t h a t ,  as e v e n  t h e  I s t i q l a l  
Congre s s  a d m i t t e d ,  mos t  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  g o a l s  have  b e e n  a t -  
t a i n e d ,  and  economic  p rob l ems  a r e  coming t o  t h e  f o r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  
s i g n  o f  a  s p l i t  a l o n g  ' t h e s e  l i n e s  c a n  b e  d e t e c t e d .  Wi th  t h e  s u p p o r t  
o f  t h e  UMT i t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  I s t i q l a l  w i l l  d r i f t  i n t o  a  p o s i -  
t i o n  f a i r l y  l e f t  of  c e n t e r ,  and  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o u n t e r b a l a n c e  i t s  
n u m e r i c a l  s t r e n g t h  t h e  o t h e r  s m a l l e r  p a r t i e s ,  f o c u s i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  
P D I ,  w i l l  l i k e l y  c o a l e s c e  i n  a  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  s t a n d .  The economic  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  w h i c h  seem i n e v i t a b l e  w i l l  work t o  draw t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  
t o  more e x t r e m e  p o s i t i o n s  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e ,  w h i l e  t h e  S u l t a n ,  who 
h a s  h i t h e r t o  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  b a l a n c e ,  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  f i n d  h i s  con-  
c i l i a t o r y  work more d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  b e f o r e .  Then t h e r e  r e m a i n s  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  f o r c e s .  I f  t h e  l e f t  a n d  r i g h t ,  a s  some p r e d i c t ,  
come t o  b l o w s - - t h e r e  were  s e v e r a l  s e r i o u s  r i o t s  b e t w e e n  PDI and  
I s t i q l a l  s u p p o r t e r s  t h i s  s p r i n g - - w h a t  r o l e  w i l l  t h e  Army p l a y  i n  t h e  
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  o r d e r ?  And wh ich  army? Thd Roya l  Army, now r e p l e t e  
w i t h  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  r e c e n t l y  i n d u c t e d  Army of  L i b e r a t i o n  i r r e g u l a r s ,  
o r  t h e  r emnan t s  of t h a t  f o r c e  who have  f o l d e d  t h e i r  t e n t s  and s l i p p e d  
away? And were  t h e  F r e n c h  p e r h a p s  r i g h t  a f t e r  a l l  when t h e y  p r e d i c t e d  
a n  open  b r e a c h  be tween  t h e  B e r b e r  moun ta in  t r i b e s  and  t h e  u r b a n  p r o -  
l e t a r i a t  a f t e r  F r e n c h  c o n t r o l  had  t e r m i n a t e d ?  A l l  t h e s e  a r e  among 
t h e  many unanswered  q u e s t i o n s  i n  a  t e n s e ,  u n c e r t a i n  Morocco a t  t h e  
e n d  of Augus t  1956.  - 




