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natwns 
who 
offered 
human 
bezngs zn 
sacr zpce 
to their 
gods had u 

attained a 

noble and 
worthy 
estima- 
tion of the 

- tf gods ... 
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e are at the 
Regional 
Center for 
Science and 
Technical 

the Province 
of Mendoza. The two 
men are waiting for 
us in an S i c e  in the 
main building. 
Shelley and I are 
sick 4 t h  a very 
intense viral flu but 
we couldn't miss this 

opportuni@. Itqs cold 
and the sun is so 
interne ... It reminds 
me of Iowa in winter. 
1 get homegick when I 
am sick. 
We say hello, sit 
down and chat fop a 
few minutes and 
drink Cachamai, an 
herbal digestive tea. 
The Center is impec- 
cably clean and nice- 
We are in the out- 
skirts of Mendoza 
City on the southern 
part of an enormous 
park that also encorn- 
pmses a botanical 
garden, zoo, two 
museums a d  the 
major provincial 
university. 
' 'he  you ready?", one 
of the men ask. 
'We certainly are", I 
say. 
We walk outside t o  a 
nearby building* The 
older man opens the 
door and we enter a 

- - -- 

dark hallway. 
Against the wall 
there i~ a white 
freezer, with a lock. 
The younger man has 
the key. He slmly 
opem it. The boy is 
h i d e .  Naked. 
Mummified from the 
extreme cold of the 
Andes, where he was 
found curled up at an 
1ncm shrine. I stop 
breathing for a few 
seconds. 1 look at 
Shelley and her 
expression has 
changed fkom looking 
pale and tired; now it 
is glowing The two 
men leave us done 
for a few minutes 
with the mummy, the 
child* 
The high fever I have 
is helping me in my 
dream. 
I can see the child 
waking through the 
m~untaim, enjoying 
gome time alone with 
his favorite llama. He 
had a long walk from 
Pen,  a couple of 
thousand miles away. 
He slept every night 
in a Merent 
tanibo(~ee AF3) after 
having potatoes and 
hb favorib corn, for 





which he thanks the 
divinities Inti and the 
Pachamama. H e  
learned how to pre- 
@ewe potatoes so 
they would keep for 
years. He enjoyed 
wrapping them in 
straw bags, wetting 
them in a lake near 
his house and letting 
them dry under the 
altiplano sun.. He 
knew that the hot 
and cold combined 
together dried them 
hi such a way that 
they would keep their 
flavor and nutrition 
power for years. He 
isgoingdownThe 
Incas Road with some 
members of his ayllu, 
or extended family, 
eqfoyinir the walk. He 
is very proud to see 
how his people have 
created such a won- 
derful fertile land 
from a region of 

deserts through the 
irrigation channels 
that span the Road. 
H e  has been learning 
from his a y h  how to 
dig holes in the 
desert to plant canic- 
ula, whose roots dis- 
allow the desert from 
absorbing the water 
from the irrigation 
channels. H e  remem- 
hers when he was 
four years old and he 
got his first job In the 
aylhi. He loved to  
collect seeds and 
separate them by 
color and size, like a 
game, the same way 
he felt when he was a 
little bit older and 
had to feed rabbits 
and birds. But his 
main treat was learn- 
ing music like every - 
body else. He had so 
much pleasure 
growing up, learning, 
being able to help the 
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aylh prosper* 

he two men 
come back. 
The freezer 
hag to be 
clmed for a 
while to 
keep the 



The Mummy of Aconcawa 
by Shelley Berc 

In fhe freezer where he has lived sbce the mountain d h h r s  found him in 
1985, the mummy lies on a rubber baby mattress, that is flustrated with whimsi- 
cal pink and white sheep and ducks, H e  lies an his side with a white cardboard 
band a m d  his head, keeping it together. 

& t q d K s & f l * g s q e d o u t , d e m e W o f  t h e w  
cmpo in %em, where the homes run the pa010 md the sky is the shape of an egg. 

This mummy doesn't look like a mummy in the typical egyptian shrouded 
in mystery s e m ~  or the pompii dry as agmy drift wood sense. This shape is so 
f d  of fhid energy, alive-- but what kind of We-- How could this ever have been 
flesh? Yet it has the most human peaceful spirit Sve ever sea. 

He sti l l  has some eye lashes left. Looks like they're twitchjng. Then he must 
be dreamhg. What would a five hundred year old child sadfice be dreaming? 

His hair, blackt scattered sleep on a pillow. There are seeds in his hah--five 
hundred year old seeds from the Andes. He doesn't look cold, he loaks happy, 
=led up as he is, lazy n, he h&s Eke he's been travelling, rolling like a w k l  
over anything we c d d  say about. !%rely he passed the d t  of the mountain 
into the sky. I'm sure that's where we'd find him if we could enter his dreaming 
waking the d a d  bridge that appeared when the priests left him with a bag d 
cooked beans and a golden llama fur the jammy. 

% m m & k o ~ n o f i p s h t h W ,  as ifhe just hadbeenkissing 
someone when they took the lips away, 

His body is xed dark red h i d e  and out... they painted him, then made him 
drink the pigment, the experts q. Did they do thi~ More or after they reaked 
the extrmne cold in which the boy was to die? Did they kill him or did he die horn 
exposure? Why would the guds of the sky want a child the color of blood; what 
does blood haw to do with sky? Elis white t&h are, though some red shined, 
too, and set me clouds in the mouth that is not there. If teeth are clouds, then in 
this equation, blood must Ix muntahs. 

No eyes no top d had .  Its the *me uf features that gives the impression 
of depth of vision. 

Think of him there, 18,000 feet in the air, sleeping. Skd dreams a p t ,  lazy 
n. 
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e met Erico 
Groch in his 
house in the 
province of 
A 

San Juan. 
He is 77 
yeam old 
and retired from his 
printing shop. He 
made us the best 
coffee we had in Cuyo 
and offered us ud"r - 
gettable chocolate 
dfaj~re5 fkom San 
Juan. He has a pho- 

tographic memory 
and can reed every 
detail about Janumy 
8,1985 when, with 
five other Argentine 
mountaineers, they 
found a ~emicirdar 
pile of pircas and a 
buried body partidy 
exposed. The old 
man's eyes are 

turned into a major 
cultural event. 
'We found the Incan 
site because we were 
trying t o  reach the 
summit of the Cerro 
Aconcagua through a 
new route." (He uses 
the Argentine expres- 
sion 'se me puso la 
pie1 tie gallina' , 

radiant& he looks meaning 'it gave me 
through the window goose bumps' when 1 
on that cold after- Baw it). 'We took just 
noon sanjuanha. a little piece of his 
What was supposed clothes and some 
to be a sports climb photographs and I 

ARGENTINA 





mummy, a 22 years 
old man, at Cerro El 
Tom, north of C m o  
Aconcagua. 

am sick in 
my room. I 
can barely 
move. 
Shelley is 
feeding me, 
spoon by 
spoon. I am sweating 
a lot. I just had a 
dream. The young 
boy was not really an 
offering to the gods. 
The capacocha was 
really the llamas that 
went with him. He 
came with his ayllu 
t o  venerate the high 
Cerro, the sacred 
Aconcagua and 
together they sacri- 
ficed the llamas, then 
the boy went home to 
grow up. The Cerro is 
so tall that it almost 

touches thegods. It is 
dose to the deity that 
the ayllu venerates. 
They must get to the 
top of the mountain 
and leave the 
capacocha. They 
must leave there the 
textiles , the golden 
figurines, the ceram- 
ics and bury the 
llamas. I wake up 
again. It's dark and 
quiet. Was he really 
buried, sacrificed to 
the gods? I have been 
reading about human 
sacrifices in the 
Andes and many 
authors from the 
conquistadores' 
chronicles to modern 
researchers and 
Bartolome de Las 
Casas, the sixteenth 
century Spanish 
priest who believed in 
a conquest through 
love, all coincide in 

accepting those s d -  
fices as afact. My 
heart doesn't want to 
believe this. I know, 
though, that the boy, 
himself, would be 
very proud to be a 
capacocha. He would 
believe that he 
wouldn't die, but 
would travel to 
another world. He 
would be going on a 
triptothegods to 
serve his community. 
A child was selected 
as a pure entity, as a 
messenger, to go 
beyond reality to  a 
divine world presided 
over by Inti, the sun, 
the astral world, 
which i s  balanced by 
the very earth or 
Pachamama, on 
which the boy and his 
ayllu make their 
home. He is tied to 
that order of belief 
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and depends on itÃ 
Sometimes, the elders 
tell him, men must 
give to their divine 
entities a (~acrifice* 
H e  knew he wouldn*t 
really be killed. He 
would be part of a 
rite through which he 
would be passing to a 
superior life, an 
eternal trip going 
from east to west, 



resembling  inti'^ 
path through the 
heavens, until the 
fmal destiny. He 
would believe that 
the mountain i~ the 
giver of life and fer - 
tility and it needs our 
offering, our soul. 

WQ weeks 
after Erico 

news, 
Schobinger 
was on his 
way t o  climb 
the tallest mount a h  
in the western hemi- 
sphere, 23,000 foot 
Cerro Aconcagua. 
Mr. Groch and two of 
the five original dis- 
coverers of the 
mummy were in the 
expedition a~ well as 

a laboratory as~istmt 
t o  help Schobinger 
and a reporter fhm 
LOB Andes newspa- 
per. The trip lasted a 
week start- at 
Puente del Inca , a 
natural formation 
used by the abrigi- 
nd people of this 
region t o  go across 
the mountains into 

Chile, They did the 
climb very slowly so 
as to adapted t o  the 
high altitude. They 
established 4 diier - 
ent camps, the last 
one at an altitude of 
17,000 feet. From 
Schobinger and 
Groch'~ accounts we 
know that it was a 
hard c lhb  for their 



age; at the time* 
Grmh was duge ta 
70, and .Schobinger, 
nearly 60. When they 
reached the site of 
the mummy, the dti- 
meter read 17,400 
feet. Schobinger and 
his aide carefully 
extracted the body 
which was wrapped 
in mimy piece8 of 
doth and found his 
mndals and two 
bags* One bag was 
empty and the other 
one contained cmkd 
beam, EB last meal 
fop the long trip to 
&ernity. While the 
mummy was being 
wrapped up to begin 
the journey back 
down the mountain, 
Schobinger excavated 
hem the circle of 
pircas md fuund 
three human fm- 
ine~ and Wee atyl- 
hd Q m S  h e d  
shapes, effigies that 
were to be the byt& 
companions. They 
descended the 
Amncagua during a 
shtm W i t h  th& 
precious cargo. Back 
in the lab, Rofes~ur 
Roberto 33arcena(see 
M31, was asked to 

join a team with mummy. MeanwMe* 
mmy experts h the the mummy was 
field to ~tudy the dored in a white 



fhezer at the 
Research Center in 
Mendma. 

he boy was 
dreaming. 
He was 
lying on the 
floor of the 
last tambo 
holding his 
multicolored stone 
necklace, the night 
before the ascension 
to the huge cerro. In 
his dream, members 
of his ayllu were car -  
rying very high up 
pieces of fnewood 
and, &er bugding a 
fie,  they created 
with the stones they 
brought from the 
valley a semi circle on 
the ground. his body 
was coated with a red 
pigment, the symbol 
of life. At that point 
he knew, (3 



Glossary 
alfajor Spanish, Sandwich cookie. 

ayllu: Quechua. An extended family or lineage. 

altiplano: Spanish. High plateau. 

canicula: SpanishYe etable used by me lm which captu~~d humidity from ! #e air 9 months out o the year, ~ ~ ~ i n g  it m the ground. 

capacocha: Quechua, Sacrifice ceBmony. 

inti: Sun god 
I 

Pachamama: Molher earih. 
I 

Pimas: ~panish. Stone. 

Wankar(Ramir0 Reynaga): Ciw siglos de guerra Qheswaymara contra 
Espaila, Mexico1 981. 

De las Casas, BartoIom&: ApoIog6tb historia de las Indiag Madrid 1909. 

Barcenag Roberto: Pigmentos en el ritual funerano de la momia del Cem 
bncagua, Mendoza 1989. 

Schobinuer, Hans: La momia del Cerro El Toro, Mendoza 1966, 

Received in Hanover, NH 9/24/92 
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