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One of t h e  outs tanding c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of contemnorary 
China i s  rap id  change, New i d e a s ,  technology and s o c i a l  organi-  
zat ion ,  borrowed t o  a h r g e  e x t e n t  from var ious  Western cul tures ,  
have been superimposed upon t r a d i t i o n a l  Chl nese s o c i e t y  wit n R 
r a n i d i t y  which. d f  viewed in h i s t o r i c a l  perspect ive ,  is remark- 
agble, T h i s  Process  of r h ~ n a e  - the  B i n e s t  r cvo . l t rx i r~~~  - -nr*eltj.ates 
t h e  exis tence  of t h e  Commrani~ts, b u t  t h e  Chinese Cornmists have 
se ized  con t ro l  of t h e  process ,  s h i f t i n g  i t  i n  new d i r e c t i o n s  and 
acce le ra t ing  t h e  pace, 

The changes now tak ing  p lace  i n  China a r e  so r a p i d  t h a t  
it is easy f o r  an observer of t h e  Chinese scene t o  be  impressed 
only by innovation t o  ~ u c h  an ex ten t  t h a t  h e  l o s e s  s i e h t  of ghat 
is permanent and endurinq. How deep a r e  many o f  t h e  changes? To 
what degree a r e  some of them more s i ~ p e r f i c i a l  than fundamental? 
I n  what way a r e  t h e  olif and new combined i n t o  a complicated 
mixture? Where and how C ~ Q  s t rong  subter ranean currenta  0% t ~ a d i -  
t i o n  cont inue t o  e x i s t  under t h e  sur face?  These are e x t r m e l x  
d i f f i c u l t  ques t ions  t o  try t o  answer, 

whethe 
t h e  pa 
Uncons 

To what ex ten t ,  f o r  exawple, is  t h e  modem Chinese, 
r Marxist o r  non-wrarxist, r e a l l y  a succ,essful. rebel, aga ins t  
st ,  o r  t o  what e x t e n t  is he t h e  capt ive,  consciously o r  
c iously,  of o l d  Chinese p a t t e r n s  of thought and behavior? 

In my l a s t  l e t t e r  1 described the  Chinese Comiunists' 
methods of indoct r ina t ion .  These methods im~ress one as having 
a tremendous impact unon the  minds of the Chinese people, and 
they doubt less  do, And ye t  from time t o  t i v e  one has an experi-  
ence which i s  j o l t i n g ,  and f o r c e s  one t o  admit t h s t  t h e  t a s k  of 
judging r e a l  change is s u b t l e ,  c o m p l l c ~ t e d  and extremely d i f f i c u l t ,  

Let me t e l l  you about a ;young Chinese f r i e n d  of mine 
here i n  How Kong, 

Chen Pao-li (which i s  n o t  h i s  r e a l  name) i s  i n  h i s  ear ly  
twenties. He i s  a product of' West e rn  education i n  modern China, 
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and a%thouak he is a p o l i t i c a l .  refugee from Comunism, i n  an in- 
t e l l e o t u a l  sense  he is c e r t a i n l y  a Chinese revolut ionary,  

Pao-li comes from a lendowning famil;y with a t r a d i t i o n  
of officialdom- and government se rv ice ,  and he  was s e n t  to  co l l ege  
a t  Warkai Universi ty  i n  North China. (Chou En- lai, now Premier 
of C o r n m i s t  China, s t a r t e d  h i s  c a r e e r  with a s i m i l a r  family and 
educat ional  pedigree,)  He was halfway through col lege when t h e  
Chinese Communists cave t o  power, md l i k e  most p o l i t i c a l l y  
conscious u n i v e r s i t y  s tuden t s  i n  China he was sympathetic t o  t h e  
Cornntlu~ni~t regime a t  t h e  s t a r t ,  He and h i s  schoolmates bel ieved 
%hat  what China neeas i s  modernization and development, and 
perhaps, they f e l t ,  t h e  Communists could n ress  forward toward t h i s  
aim. 

Pao-li became d i s i l l u s i o n e d  with t h e  Communists sooner 
than most sf h i s  schoolmates, however, Within a year,  he devel-  
oped s t r o n g  objec t ions  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  c o n t r o l s  exerc ised  
by t h e  Peking regime and decided t o  leave t h e  mainland. H i s  
family was f rorn South Chim , and h e  had r e l a t i v e s  i n  Hong Kong, 
s o  t h e r e  was a p lace  t o  which he could go, 

When he decided t o  become a p o l i t i c a l  refugee,  Pao-li 
did n o t  abandon h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  On t h e  cont rary ,  he 
s t a r t e d  t o  th ink  even more s e r i o u s l y  t h a n  he had i n  the  pas t  
about t h e  ~ r o b l m s  of development and modernization i n  China. I 

Tn Hong Kong he began t o  read  an inc reas ing  number of West e rn  
philosophical. works and became more and more convinced t h a t  
Western l i b e r a l  philosophy should b e  introduced f u r t h e r  i n  China 
t o  become t h e  i d e o l o ~ i c g l l  b a s i s  of  t h e  Chinese revolution. Philo- 
aophj c a l l y  speaking, Pao-li slowly became an i n t e l l e c t u a l  crea-  
t u r e -o f  the West, He now knows more about Bertrand Russel l  than  
h e  does about Confucius o r  even recent  Chinese thinkers.  

Pwo-ki has  l i t t l e  sent imenta l  attachment t o  Chinese 
t r a d i t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  on an i n t e l l e c t u a l  l e v e l ,  and he b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  i f  China 3s t o  modernize i t  must b e  ideo log ica l ly  Western- 
ized, The tragedy, i n  h i s  mind, is  t h a t  ideas  from t h e  Weste-rn 
l i b e r a l  t r a d i t i o n  did not t & e  roo t  r ap id ly  enough in China, and 
t h a t  Marxism was given t h e  opportuni ty t o  f i l l  t h e  vacuum c r e a t e d  
by t h e  d i s i n t e g m t i o n  of o ld  Chinese s o c i e t y  and t he  d i s c r e d i t i n g  
of t r a d i t  iona l  Chinese thought, 

After  Pao-li cave t o  Hong Kong, ideas  o f  this s o r t  began 
t o  develop i n  h i s  mind, u n t i l  he reached t h e  poin t  o f  wanting 
t o  do something about it, Consequently, he and a g r o u ~  of like- 
ginded Chinese f r i e n d s  i n  Hong Kong decided t o  publish a l i t e r a r y-  
phi losophica l  magazine i n  order  t o  propagate the  l i b e r a l  Western 
thought t o  which they subscribe,  They a l s o  decided t o  t r a n s l a t e  
a nuvber of  Western books i n t o  Chinese, t o  spread non-Marxist 
phi losonhica l  ideas  among young Chinese i n  a r e a s  not  under Com- 
m u a a i s t  cont ro l ,  

T h i s  nub3.i a h i  ng e n t e r n r i s e  developed slowly. The maga- 
zine and books d i d  not have any snec tacu la r  success ,  but  the  



' en te rp r i se  
publ i sh ing  

was a t  l e a s t -  able t o  surv ive  - i n  a  p lace  where most 
ef fo r t s - -me-  ephemeral, 

The next  p r o j e c t  which took shape i n  Pao- l i ' s  vind was 
a novel, He decided a  shor t  while  ago t h a t  he wanted t o  put on 
paper some of h i s  ideas  about t h e  revolu t ion  i n  China, and t h a t  
t h e  noye1 would probably be  the  most e f f e c t i v e  medium, He formu- 
la t e d  an out l ine ' ,  found a  publ i sher ,  and is now engaged i n  w r i t i n g  
t h e  book, 

The novel ' s  s e t t i n g  is  recent  China, and chronologi-  
c a l l y  i t  covers the  Kuomintang e r a  and e a r l y  per iod of Communist 
rule .  The s t o r y  is about a  t r i a n g l e  which involves  a  fabher ,  a  
son, and a  g i r l  who i s  the  f a t h e r ' s  concubine and t h e  s o n ' s  
lover. The theme i n  t h i s  dramatic t h r e a d  of t h e  s t o r y  i s  t h e  
c o n f l i c t  of? generat ions i n  modern China - a s t r u g g l e  which i s  
b i t t e r  and involves a  c l a s h  of p o l i t i c s ,  philosophy and morals,  
a s  wel l  a s  t h e  psychological  c o n f l i c t s  of f a t h e r  and son and t h e  
amatory competit ion involved i n  t h e  t r i ang le .  The p o l i t i c a l  
theme is  complicated too,  and is in te r twined  with the personal  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h e  s tory,  One of the  f'undamental ideas  i n  t h e  
book i s  t h e  convict  ion t h a t  the  f a t h e r ' s  genera t ion  was unable  
t o  ca r ry  out t h e  Chinese revolu t ion  success f i l ly ,  and l o s t  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  t o  t h e  Comunia'ts, because d e s p i t e  a  veneer of Westerni- 
za t ion  it was t o o  much weighted down by outmoded t r a d i t i o n a l  
Chinese ideas ,  v o r a l  values and h a b i t s  of behavior,  The f a t h e r ' s  
genera t ion  was semimodern but  not modern enough t o  be success fu l  
r evo lu t ionar i e s ,  

Both ~ a o - l i ' s  publ ishing e n t e r p r i s e  and h i s  cu r ren t  
novel a r e  an expression nf hi6 own revolu t ionary  ( i n  an intel lect-  
t u a l  r a t h e r  than  pure ly  ~ o l i t i c a l  sense)  a t t i t u d e  - h i s  r e b e l l i o n  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p a s t  and h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  new ideas  and behavior must 
supplant  o l d  Chinese t r a d i t i o n .  H i s  novel  is a l s o  a c l u e  t o  h i s  
r e a c t i o n  aga ins t  o l d  p a t t e r n s  of pe r sona l  and family r e l a t i o n s  - 
a r e a c t i o n  which has been widespread and deep among youth i n  
cone mporary  China, 

To me Pao- li ,  whoa I have known we l l  during t h e  p a s t  
t h r e e  years ,  has  always seemed i n  many r e s p e c t s  t o  b e  an  example 
of t h e  most Westernized kind o f  modern, revolu t ionary  Chinese 
youth, - 

Then, not  long ago he dropped i n  t o  pay me a v i s i t ,  
and I suddenly discovered another  Pao-li - one I had not  known 
during t h e s e  pas t  t h r e e  years,  

A s  soon a s  he s a t  down on t h e  couch i n  my a ~ a r t m e n t ,  
I sensed t h a t  h e  had a  problem and wanted help. I t  d i d  not  t a k e  
long f o r  i t  t o  come out,  

"This i s  very embarrassing f o r  me,'' he s a i d ,  Itbut T am 
going t o  ask you f o r  a  f ~ v o r .  11 



He paused and fo lded  h i s  hands, r e s t i n g  them between 
h i s  knees. He was dressed i n  Western c lo thes ,  and had t h e  clean-  
c u t  appearance t y p i c a l  of many young modern Chinese. 

ttI need s m e  money," he went on, speaking i n  ~ n g l i s h ,  
"Not a g i f t ,  b u t  a loan. I w i l l  b e  able t o  pay i t  back i n  a 
ma t t e r  of weeks, a s  soon a s  I f i n i s h  novel, The publ i sher  
has guaranteed an advance a s  soon a s  I give him the  manuscript." 

"Perhaps I can he lp  you with a small  loan," I answered. 
What  do you need it for? ' '  

T asked even though I r e a l l y  knew without asking t h a t  
h i s  need f o r  money was probably connected with the approach of  
the  Chinese lunar  New Year. Chinese New Year i s  a time f o r  
s e t t l i n g  a l l  debts  and  account^. It i s  a t i m e ,  a l s 0 , f o r  ce le-  
b r a t i o n s ,  which cost  money. 

But t h e  thouqht f l a s h e d  across  my ~ i n d :  "What does 
Chinese New Year mean t o  someone l i k e  Pao-li?" It i s  an old-  
fashioned f e s t i v a l .  Most of t h e  customs associated with it  a r e  
s u r v i v a l s  of a p a s t  e r a  - long predat ing  t h e  modern revo lu t ion  
i n  China. 

"Well," Pao- li s a i d ,  "you know t h a t  New Year i s  coming. 
I t i s  going t o  involve a l o t  of expenses f o r  me. You s e e ,  I am 
t h e  head of our family." 

"Yoy a r e  whatTtt I knew t h a t  Pao- l i ' s  f a t h e r ,  a former 
Na t iona l i s t  o f f i c i a l ,  was a l i v e  and was a l s o  a refugee from t h e  
mainland. I thought perhaps I had misunderstood him. 

H e  saw t h a t  I was ba f f l ed ,  - and h e  laughed. 

"Yes, I am the  head of our f awily," 

I became in te res ted .  "How is  tha t possible?"  I asked. 
"I don' t un3ers tand. " 

H e  smiled i n  a s l i g h t l y  embarrassed way. "It is  a long 
s t o r y , "  h e  sa id ,  

"1 have p lenty  of time," I r e p l i e d  quickly. 

So he began. This  is  what he t o l d  m e ,  reduced t o  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  f ac t s .  

~ a o - l i ' s  grandfather  was a wealthy man and i n  many 
r e s p e c t s  a t y p i c a l  o ld- sty le  Chinese family pa t r i a rch .  H e  had 
t n r e e  sons. The e l d e s t  S O l i  d i ed  young. ~ a o - 1 1 ' s  f a t h e r  was t h e  
second son, and h i s  uncle  was t h e  th i rd .  

Loss of t h e  e l d e s t  son was a g r e a t  blow t o  ~ a o - l i ' s /  
grandfather ,  He wanted t h e  f m i l y t s  c o n t i n u i t y  t o  b e  unbroken, 
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and according t o  t r a d i t i o n  t h e  l eader sh ip  of t h e  fami ly  should be 
passed on through t h e  e l d e s t  son of  t h e  e?dest  son, And s i n c e  
h i s  e l d e s t  son had d i e d  a s  a youth, t h i s  was no t  poss ib le ,  

That is, i t  was no t  poss ib le  i n  t h e  normal way, But 
t h e r e  a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l  means o f  dea l ing  with such s i t u a t i o n s ,  and 
Pao- l i t s  grandfa ther  decided t h a t  he could s o l v e  t h e  problem, 

This i s  what he did,  He f i rs t  contacted a f r i e n d  whose 
daughter had d ied  when very young, and they agreed t o  "marry" t h e i r  
dead son and daughter, A oeremony was arranged, and a posthumous 
marriage performed, Step number one was thereby accomplished; 
h i s  dead son could be considered a married man, The next  problem 
was t o  g ive  him a son, This i s  where Pao-li came i n t o  t h e  p ic tu re ,  
H i s  g randfa ther  decided t h a t  Pao-li should be "adopted" by t h e  
dead f i rs t  son whose marriage he had just  performed. I n  this way, 
Pao-li would become f i rs t  son of t h e  first son, and t h e  proper 
d i r e c t  i n h e r i t o r  of the  family l ine.  A ceremony was arranged, 
and t h i s  was done, Pao- li thenceforth had two s e t s  of pa ren t s  - 
h i s  own blood pa ren t s  and t h e  dead parents  t o  which h e  was adopted. 

When t h e  grandfather d ied  l a s t  year ,  t he re fo re ,  i t  was 
Pao-Zi r a t h e r  than  h i s  f a t h e r  who became t h e  head of t h e  fami ly ,  
with t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t r o l  of family property and a l l  t h e  obl iga-  
t ions  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of family leadership ,  

I l i s t e n e d  with f a s c i n a t i o n  t o  ~ a o - l i t s  account of a l l  
t h i  s, 

"Does t h i s  mean, thsn ,  t h a t  you a c t u a l l y  do con t ro l  a l l  
t h e  f ami ly  property?" I asked, 

My f a  
don' t 

ltNo,u he r e p l i e d ,  " tha t  i s  one of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  
t h e r  and uncle,  and a l l  t h e  e l d e r  r e l a t i v e s  i n  the  family,  

r e a l l y  t u r n  over r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e s e  th ings  t o  me.. 
But my t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n  i s  recognized, and the re fo re  a t  New 
Year I am t h e ,  one who must a r range  a f ami ly  dinner ,  pay formal 

family members. T h a t  i s  what v i s i t s ,  and g ive  g i f t s  t o  a l l  t h e  
I need t h e  money fo r ,"  

"And do you r e a l l y  have 
asked, 

t o  do a l l  t h e s e  things?" I 

"Yes." 

T I s n  t h i m  the money, 

But f o r  a long time a f t e r  he le f t ,  I thought about t h e  
r i d i c u l o u s  anomal i  es of Pao-li '  s posi t ion.  

He is a very Westernized young wan who in Yany r e s ~ e c t s  
i s  a revohrtionary,  H e  be l i eves  t h a t  new ideas  m u s t  supnlant  
Chinese t r a d i t i o n ,  He b laves  t h e  ~ o l i t i c a l  f a i l u r e s  o f  the  o l d e r  
generat ion i n  qhina t o  a krge extent unon an i n a b i l i t v  t o  slough 



off t he  impedimenta of the  past,  H i s  wri t ings refelect rebe l l ion  
agains t  o ld  moral values and s o c i a l  t i e s  - i n  pa r t i cu l a r  against  
the  familv, Yet he f i n d s  himself trapped by family obl igat ions  
imposed upon him as a  r e s u l t  of ac t ions  by h i s  r e l a t i v e s  which 
he himself considers almos t f an t a s t i c ,  

How much i s  he r e a l l y  a  captive of t h e  pas t  agains t  
which he rebels?  It is doubtful if  even he himself bows, 

A case such as Pao-li 's makes one stop and think, To 
what extent  i s  rapid  s o c i a l  change deceiving? What is l e f t  of 
t r a d i t i o n  under the surface,  and how much is t h e  o ld  intermixed 
with the  new? 

In  Comuniat China, fo r  example, where almost every- 
thing today appears t o  be  i n  f lux ,  is  the  pers is tence  of' t r ad i-  
t i o n  grea te r  than one might assume a t  f irst  glance? It is ,  of  
course, ea s i e r  t o  ask t h e  question than t o  answer it, 

Does a l l  of t h i s  mean t h a t  "plus ga change, plus c t e s t  l a  
m&ne chosett? No, The process of change is  ce r t a in ly  not  i J -  
lusory ,  Tremendous r e a l  changes have taken place i n  China i n  t h e  
modem period, and under the  Cmmunists t h e  changes a r e  g rea t e r  
and more rapid  than ever before, 

But people l i k e  Pao-li make one pause and think about 
the  d i f f i c u l t y  of judging the  permanent r e a l i t y  and ac tua l  dimen- 
sions ~f the  changes which one observes i n  a  revolution such a s  
t h a t  now going on i n  China, 




